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IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME by C. Bran- 
don Rimmer. Published by the Berne 
Witness Company of Berne, Indiana. 348 
pages. Price $2.50. 


This is a realistic, believable story 
of a boy who grew to be a man and 
as manhood was attained was found 
by Christ. It is packed with humor, 
pathos, and fascinating information. 
Harry so lives and breathes in this 
story that its claim to reality in the 
life and exploits of the father of the 
author, the well-known preacher, au- 
thor, Bible apologist, Dr. Harry Rim- 
mer, is readily understood. It is, 
alas, the story of a past generation 
and one longs to see greater numbers 
of the present generation with the 
same daring pioneer spirit and en- 
durance enlisting in the service of 


Christ the King. 


THE GROWING DAY by F. F. Bruce, Head 
of the Department of Biblical History and 
Literature of the University of Sheffield, 
England. Published by the Paternoster 
Press. 192 pages. 


This book, described as a sequel 
to the Dawn of Christianity, is the 
second in a series of three volumes. 
Dawn of Christianity, first volume, 
tells a story of the beginning of the 
Church of Jesus Christ up to the fall 
of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The third 
volume, it is announced, will com- 
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A PRAYER has its source in the heart of God 
before it stirs within the heart of man. 

God’s way is to take His servant and friend into 
partnership with Himself about the things which He 
has purposed to do. “Shall I hide from Abraham 
that thing which I do?” said Jehovah, when He re- 
vealed to Abraham the coming doom of Sodom and 
drew out Abraham’s wonderful prayer of interces- 
sion. Lot was rescued out of Sodom in answer to 
that prayer (Genesis 19:29). 

True prayer does not stand in the will of man. 
We are to pray in the Spirit, as moved thereto, even 
though we can only groan and fail to bring out 
words. But in heaven these Spirit-begotten groans 
are interpreted as the intercession within us of the 
Spirit Himself, while the most beautiful sentiments, 
eloquently expressed, may only be will worship, 
praying to be heard of men. 

Hence we are to “watch unto prayer.” A reveren- 
tial silence in the divine presence is a good prepa- 
ration for receiving impressions from heaven which 
may become material for vocal utterance. “As / 
miised, the fire burned; then spake I with my 
tongue.”“‘We are not heard,” said our Lord, “for 
Our much speaking.” When really face to face with 
God, our Words will be few. It is unbecoming to 
chatter to Him. He said in Malachi: “Ye have 
Wearied me with your words.” Think of God’s being 
bored! (Continued on next page) 


By MAX I. REICH 





Dr. Reich was born in Berlin, Germany, in 1867 
but went with his orthodox Jewish parents to live 
in London, England. It was there that 17-year-old 
Max Reich was converted under the ministry of 
D. L. Moody. He was both witty and deeply spir- 
itual, and, as one of the world’s greatest Bible 
expositors, traveled extensively as an evangelist. 
He was director of the Jewish Missions Course at 
Moody Bible Institute for several years before his 
death in August, 1945. 


a 
think that the more we are drawn out in prayer 
in private, the shorter will be our prayers in public, 
and vice versa. /“Your heavenly Father knoweth the 
things ye have need of before ye ask him.” There- 
fore we do not need a lengthy introduction to Him, 
but we may reverently lay before Him the burden 
which He has first laid on our heart. He loves to 
see us quietely trust Him about our problems, seeing 
they are‘no problems to Him. Such intercourse with 
God in prayer will not fail to cause “the peace of 
God which passeth all understanding” to descend 
upon our hearts and minds. 
yThe most effectual way to kill the spirit of prayer 
in a meeting is to indulge in rambling and verbose 
prayers. Each prayer should carry a definite mat- 
ter to the mercysseat and leave it there. This will 
open the way for many to take part, and all will be 
refreshed in the fellowship of intercession. We will 
then lift up our voices with one accord, as the primi- 
tive disciples did. 

The apostle Paul says that in public prayer we 
must lift up “holy hands without wrath and doubt- 
ing, or disputations.” Here are the three conditions 
for effectual prayer. (1) “Holy hands” means prac- 
tical godliness. The hands clean from thé, acquisition 
of filthy lucre and the life free from dominating lust. 
(2) The heart in peace, no wrath or angry feelings 
against another, so that we shall not be tempted to 
pray a disgraceful prayer at him. (3) Nor ‘must the 
mind be full of disputations. We do not pray when 
we dispute. We must not voice our vexation, in not 
finding ourselves in agreement with another, in 
prayer. A prayer not flowing from unfeigned love 
is no prayer at all. 

True prayer is a visit into the heavenly world. 
We step across the boundary between the seen and 
the unseen, the temporal and the eternal, the mate- 
rial and the spiritual. And as with the Lord, so with 
us: “As he prayed the fashion of his countenance 
was altered.” We cannot breathe the atmosphere of 
heaven and look upon our Father’s radiant counte- 
nance and be unaffected. fA END 


T HE BOOK OF DANIEL I regard as above all things 
the young man’s guide-book.” So wrote George 
Matheson of the biographical portion of the book. 
He is chiefly drawn to Daniel’s daring. The same 
thought must have been in the mind of the hymn 
writer, P. P. Bliss, when he gave us that delightful 

Dare to be a Daniel! 

Dare to stand alone! 

Dare to have a purpose firm! 

Dare to make it known! 

The crisis point in Daniel’s life—giving stamp and 
direction to all his future—came, not when he was 
ruthlessly torn from his home and brought prisoner 
to Babylon, but when fortune began to smile on him! 

By the grace of Nebuchadnezzar, young Prince 
Daniel, with others from noble families in Judah, 
had a chance to enter the king’s service. The sky 
was the ceiling in possible advancement for those 
who should prove themselves. For keen, ambitious 
young men whose careers had been blasted by the 
cruel exigencies of war, it seemed too good to be 
true. The prospects for worldly progress were 
brighter than they ever could have been at home. 
The highest office in the mighty Babylonian empire 
was not beyond reach. 

And training was free. Everything was provided, 
out of the king’s bounty. No second rate fare either! 
From the royal diet kitchen would come their daily 
meat and wine. The three years’ training period 
would be no struggle with penury and meager fr 
tions, but a living care-free and luxurious. It all 
sounded like a fairy-tale! 

But there was one hitch for conscientious Hebrews. 
What if some of the king’s meat came from animals 
that did not chew the cud and have a cloven hoof? 
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Fifth in a series of nine Old Testament Character studies 


Author: J. C. Macaulay 


What if it were fish lacking fins or scales? Accord- 
ing to the law of Moses, these were unclean. Besides, 
the king’s meat and wine were certainly offered in 
sacrifice to the idols and to be eaten as a fellowship 
with those false gods. 

Says the apostle Paul, “the things which the Gen- 
tiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to 
God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship 
with devils.” 

Now, long before the great proponent of Christian 


truth defined that principle, the young Hebrew cap- 
tive was feeling the force of it,/ He might have rea- 
soned: “Surely we cannot be expected to abide by 
the scruples of the law away from the support of our 
Jewish institutions. Now that our temple and holy 
city are destroyed, there can be no more clean and 
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Born in Belfast, Ireland, and born again in 
Alloa, Scotland, Dr. Macaulay was educated at 
Glasgow University and Wheaton, from which he 
was granted both the B.A. and D.D. degrees. He 
was pastor of the Wheaton (Ill.) Bible Church, 
but is now on the faculty of the Moody Bible 
Institute. Hard-working and extremely mission- 
ary-conscious, Dr. Macaulay is invaluable as 
chairman of the IVCF Missionary Committee. 


unclean. Since God has brought us to this place, He 
must intend that we accept the manners of the people 
among whom we dwell. And besides, ‘we know that 
an idol is nothing in the world,’ and the offering of 
meat to idols is a sheer vanity which we can well 
ignore. I can give God thanks and worship Him, 
and not be bound by regulations which were all very 
well while we were a free people in our own com- 
munity but are out of place on foreign soil.” And 
I am sure that many did so reason—that is, if they 
had any qualms left, and were not practically heathen 
before they ever left Jerusalem. 


But such rationalizing did not satisfy Daniel. 
Yielding might seem to open the door to great 
worldly advance, while refusal might be interpreted 
as rebellion and lead to execution. What of it? 
Truth and right and purity and faithfulness and a 
good conscience were more to Daniel than the enjoy- 
ment of sumptuous fare with its attendant pleasures, 
more than social conformity or the king’s command 
or a rosy prospect or life itself. “Daniel purposed 
in his heart that he would not defile himself.” Here, 
then, is the secret of “the high sculpture of his char- 
acter,” and here is a worthy motto for every young 
man and woman. 


The abstinence of Daniel was not a harsh rigorism, 
a crude asceticism, a feelingless stubbornness. It 
was the noble resolve of a sensitive soul and was 
practiced with a grace and gentleness that one does 
not always find attached to strong conviction. YAl- 
ready Daniel had won not only the respect but the 
tender love of the chief marshal of the imperial 
court, so that when he made his plea, in the most 
engaging manner, he was answered not by a gruff, 
scornful refusal, but by a sympathetic and confi- 
dential reasoning of the case: “I fear my lord the 


| FROM PETER MARSHALL'S PRAYERS 
Forgive us for thinking that prayer is a waste of 
time, and help us to see that without prayer our 
work is a waste of time. 

—THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 


king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: 
for why should he see your faces worse liking than 
the children which are of your sort? Then shall ye 
make me endanger my head to the king.” Now Dan. 
iel was quite ready to endanger his own head, but 
he would ask no man to endanger his for him. 

So he pressed the matter no farther in that direc. 
tion, but dealt with his immediate overseer, suggest. 
ing a preliminary experiment which would determine 
the more permanent policy. In all this he gave evi- 
dence of a most gracious spirit, a wisdom beyond 
his years, and a high trust in God for the issue. 
What would he have done had the experiment turned 
out badly? If the question entered his heart at all, 
he dismissed it with the answer of faith. It was now 
God’s affair. 

Now look at the effects of Daniel’s noble purpose. 
First, others joined him. It is evident that Hananiah, 
Mishael and Azariah shrank from the defilement of 
the royal dainties, but it is doubtful if they would 
have voiced their protest or stood for their faith had 
not Daniel led the way. His courage gave resolution 
to their desires, till they appointed him spokesman 
for the whole quarternion. Daniel did exactly what 
the writer to the Hebrews exhorts us to do: “Make 
straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame 
be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed.” 

By our lives are we setting up ladders or laying 
down skids for others? 

I shall not say that pulse and water is a health diet 
for everybody, but it proved so for Daniel! and his 
companions. Our vegetarian friends may use this 
incident to press their claims, but in this case it 
appears that it was not so much the food as the 
blessing of God that ministered health. Pulse with 
God’s blessing is more healthful than the king's 
bounty without God’s blessing. The same argument 
goes for the effects of the diet on the minds of these 
four youths. “In all matters of wisdom and under- 
standing, that the king enquired of them, he found 
them ten times better than all the magicians and as- 
trologers that were in all his realm.” The old adage, 
“Plain living and high thinking,” had worked, be- 
cause God had blessed both their living and their 
thinking. Certainly purity and temperance are min- 
isters of health and helpers of the mind, and when 
these are practiced for the honor of God, the prom- 
ise of God is added, “them that honour me I will 
honour.” 

It is good to have life’s resolve established early, 
for then all one’s days are directed by it, and the 
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harvest is all of a kind, not mixed with distressing 
crops of thorns and thistles, contradictions and in- 
consistencies. 


Daniel’s youthful decision set the pattern for all 
his life. 

From the day that he set the fear of the Lord be- 
fore the fear of man, he never trembled before the 
face of man nor shrank back from what man might 
do to him. Listen to this prisoner of war as he 
stands before the great and mighty Nebuchadnezzar: 
“Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable 
unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, 
and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor; 
if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquility.” A 
fearless, faithful witness, but given with all cour- 
tesy and love. 


Again see him as he stands before Belshazzar, that 
most despicable of eastern potentates, a man devoid 
of true dignity and entirely lacking the sense of fit- 
ness. As this carousing king stands trembling like 
an aspen leaf at the sight of strange writing on the 
wall, and offering his extravagant rewards, Daniel 
quietly, almost scornfully, addresses him: “Let thy 
gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another.” 
Then this prophet of God presents to the terrified 
king his inexcusable sin, committed against ample 
light and consummated in his desecration of the 
holy vessels of the’ Lord: “Thou hast praised the 
gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and 
stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the 
God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all 
thy ways, hast thou not glorified.” 


Once more, see how Daniel, now advancing in 
years, acts in face of the decree prepared by his ene- 
mies and signed by the unsuspecting Darius, flat- 
tered at the thought of being sole god of the land 
for thirty days! According to this law, whosoever 
should ask a petition of any god or man for thirty 
days, save of the king, was to be cast into the den 
of lions. “Now when Daniel knew that the writing 
was signed, he went into his house; and his windows 
being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he 
kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and 
prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did 
aforetime.” His fear of the Lord banished all fear 
of the lions. The faith and courage and stedfastness 
of Daniel in this matter made even the king believe 
that the lions would be powerless against such a 
man: “Thy God whom thou servest continually, he 
will deliver thee.” Here was a man in whose pres- 
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There are no songs to be compared to the songs 
of Zion, no orations equal to those of the proph- 
ets, and no politics equal to those the Scriptures 
can teach us. JOHN MILTON 


ence the great potentates of the ancient world were 
but pygmies. 

“The secret of the Lord is with them that fear 
him.” Little did Daniel know when he made his 
brave resolve that he was qualifying to be one of 
God’s confidants. That mind and heart, undefiled 
by the royal dainties, became the receptacle of rev- 
elation such as has been entrusted to very few. How 
God’s plan of the ages was laid open before him, 
till he peered down the vistas of the centuries to the 
glories of that kingdom which has no end! 

The career of Daniel was amazing. Catapulted to 
power under Nebuchadnezzar, he saw the empire 
change hands twice—first to the Medes and then to 
the Persians. But amid all the upheavals of empire. 
Daniel was like the rock of Gibraltar, the indispen- 
sable counsellor of successive dynasties. Kings fell 
but Daniel stood, for God was with the man who 
would not defile himself. 


‘And Daniel continued even unto the first year of 
king Cyrus.” That was seventy years after he was 
taken captive from Jerusalem. And he continued 
longer, for we also read that “this Daniel prospered 
in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the 
Persian.” Why, then, is the first year of king Cyrus 
especially mentioned? Because—‘in the first year 
of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord 
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the 
Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, 
that he made a proclamation throughout all his king- 
dom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith 
Cyrus king of Persia, the Lord God of heaven hath 
given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath 
charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all 
his people? his God be with him, and let him go 
up.” So Daniel continued until he saw the release 
of his people. And I have a feeling that Daniel was 
God’s messenger in stirring up the spirit of Cyrus 
to this godly act, as he showed the king the oracles 
of God from the book of Jeremiah. “Delight thy- 
self also in the Lord, and he shall give thee the de- 
sires of thine heart.” And when Daniel read the 
decree, he exclaimed, “Now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace . . . for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation.” END 





EUROPEAN EVANGELIST 


By HANS BURKI 


UST FOUR DAYS after my final examinations in the spring of 

1946—quite unexpectedly—the Swiss Inter-Varsity (Groupes 

Bibliques Universitaires de Suisse) asked me to be the Swiss 

representative at the first IVF-International conference after 

the war. This was held at Oxford, England. For the first time 

I met Christians from all over the world, and here the first 

light flashed into my heart as to my mission field to come. Thus far I had only read 

about missionaries, but now I spoke with missionaries. I went back to Switzerland 

with the decision that if God would provide for my further studies I would continue 
at the university. He did. I felt this was clear guidance. 

It was also at this Oxford conference that I met Mr. Stacey Woods. In a restaurant 

where the committees had gone for refreshments after the long sessions, we talked 

and he asked me about the work in Switzerland and then—just casually—he men- 
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tioned that it would be fine if I could come to North 
America perhaps for further study. I came. Those 
nine months in Canada and in the States—one term 
teaching at Wheaton College and studying in Chi- 
cago and the other months traveling through many 
universities for 1VCF—were again a very decisive 
step in God’s guidance. It was at Campus in the 
Woods in 1947 when I was speaking with a Chinese 
Christian that God made it clear that Europe was 
the place He wanted me and not China. 


In the fall of 1948, when I was back in Switzer- 
land once more, God gave me the opportunity to or- 
ganize camps for 240 German students. Here again 
He gave confirmation. Another step was in His 
guidance as to my life companion, who is a student 
of medicine and fully in accord with me as to the 
call and place of our work. 


In the fall of 1949 we had the immense joy of 
working with Mr. and Mrs. Woods at the training 
school in Ballaigues, Switzerland. 


The experiences there and the long quiet talks on 
all points of the work, on personal guidance by the 
Holy Spirit, on responsibility to the Lord, on or- 
ganization, on spiritual freedom, and on financial 
and spiritual principles of faith set the final mark 
on the various steps of God’s unmistakable leading. 
All this actually began at my conversion in 1941 
when He made clear to me that I had to change my 
college education from architecture to preparation 
for teaching—which training has proved useful for 
the work. It should also be mentioned that in my 
training college days God called me to begin a Bible 
study group in my college; this idea spread to sim- 
ilar colleges. So this was the first training ground 
for youth work. 


In this way everything was ready for the work 
to begin, and in November 1949, just four days 
after having received my Ph. D. at the University 
of Zurich, I set out on my first journey to students 
through Belgium, France and Italy. This work has 
continued and God has led me. It has been proved 
indeed from day to day, that verse which is written 
in our wedding ring: “We have here no continuing 
city, but we seek one to come.” When the heart is 
bent toward the world and everything in it, or even 
toward Christian work and fellowship, this word of 
truth is painful to us; but when the heart is set 
firmly in the Lord Jesus Christ alone, then this word 
is a daily comfort and strength. This then is still 
our testimony that in the midst of “the strain of 
toil, the fret of care,” we have found One for whom 
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our restless spirits yearn and we rest in Him “where- 
ere our changeful lot is cast.” 
THE WORK 

In Belgium until 1950 Antwerp was the only uni- 
versity city where students met for Bible study on 
an IVF basis. Then shortly thereafter a second 
group was started in Brussels, and the first national 
Belgian student camp was held in the spring of that 
year. Belgium is a Catholic country and evangelistic 
work is difficult there, even more so in the universi- 
ties. There are four universities, 88 teacher train- 
ing colleges, and 173 higher grade schools. To reach 
the Colonial University in Antwerp is of great im- 
portance, for colonial students from the Congo study 
here and this may affect the whole missionary pro- 
gram in that land. There are only, however, a hand- 
ful of students in Belgium who stand true and faith- 
ful in the testimony of the Lord. This work labors 
under immense difficulties and needs our prayers. 

In France recently students have begun to meet 
for regular Bible study in the universities of Paris 
(Cite Universitaire), Bordeaux, Lille, and Stras- 
bourg. Possibilities are very great especially in Paris 
where fifty thousand students live. The work is 
growing slowly, however, because of the lack of able 
workers. The summer camps held near the ocean at 
St. Brevin are the greatest value of the work now 
and hold the key to training future leaders. A lack 
of churches to back the work is strongly felt as well 
as lack of adequate literature. We praise God for 
these four groups although they be small and for the 
grace He has given to students to continue witness in 
schools in southern France where the work has ex- 
isted somewhat longer. May Paris remain a prayer 
burden for us all. 

In Genoa, Italy, a group of Christian students be- 
gan to meet in 1948. Then a group was formed by 
one of these Genoaese graduates who went to Flor- 
ence. This Florentine group seems now to be more 
flourishing than the groups at Naples, Arrezo, or 
Genoa. In all these places God has given several clear 
conversions. Two student camps have been held in 
the last two years, and contacts have been made with 
single students in eight other universities. There are 
about 180,000 students in Italy today. 

We made our first visits to Austria in 1950. Here 
God gave several conversions in all three universities 
of that country: Vienna (where there are 20,000 stu- 
dents), Graz (4,000), and Innsbruck (2,000). 
Groups are slowly getting under way in Vienna and 
Graz. The first Austrian student camp was held in 
September, 1951. Possibilities in this land are great; 
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opportunities, perhaps short; adversaries, many as 
always and everywhere when God works. 

Since 1948 an independent student witness has 
gradually formed in Germany. More and more stu- 
dents have received the personal call to stand true 
for an uncompromising testimony to the need and 
efficacy of a personal Saviour, of loyalty to the Lord 
Jesus Christ alone, and of unreserved confidence in 
the Bible. The Deutsche Studenten Mission is one 
with us in spirit although there is no organizational 
link. The movement is still in the stage of beginning 
and consolidation. Problems center around the lack 
of experienced workers, for many of the students 
are new converts taking great responsibility now; 
these need to become acquainted and to give each 
other personal freedom to follow God’s call for them. 
There is no question that the great number of con- 
versions which have taken place in Germany in the 
last years is due in large measure to the evangelistic 
zeal of the few students who are really on fire for 
the Lord. 

In 1948 groups came into existence in the Univer- 
sity of Bale, Switzerland, and the University of 
Neuchatel; these together with three other groups 
previously in force at Zurich, Lausanne, and Geneva 
are continuing their witness with “ups and downs.” 
The only university in Switzerland where there is no 
group is at Berne. During the last two years many 
Christians have been brought into contact with the 
work, but as yet the spiritual and financial support 
is comparatively small. Work has been begun, how- 
ever, among graduates—teachers, doctors, and others 
—and these should be a source of future help. The 
work among students at teacher training colleges and 
junior (secondary) schools is flourishing and rapidly 
expanding so that in the last year six new groups 
came into being. The zeal of these young students 
is encouraging and the university students need 
much of this same evangelistic fervor. 

An edition of 2,000 copies of a regular 16-page 
newsletter and magazine for students is now being 
published in German and sent to students and 
friends. END 


REVIEW SHELF 
(Continued from inside front cover) 

plete the trilogy by tracing the onward march of the 
Christian faith from the reign of Constantine down 
to the conversion of the peoples of Britain. 

The second volume, The Growing Day, begins 
with Titus, the conqueror of Jerusalem, and studies 
the checkered career of the Christian church until 


the Roman Empire officially recognized Christianity 
in the reign of Constantine, 313 A.D. 

The Growing Day is a popular presentation of 
church history. As such it is to be commended for 
its thoroughness of detail and its adherence to the 
historical record. However, one could wish in a pop. 
ular work of this kind, obviously written from the 
Biblical viewpoint, that it had been highlighted to 
a greater extent by interpretation in the light of the 
New Testament.and by a measure of relevant appli- 
cation to the problems of the Christian Church to- 
day. Such interpretative and inspirational material, 
it seems to the reviewer, is called for which would 
not be expected in a more formal textbook type of 
church history. 

For those who have not had the opportunity of 
studying the history of the Church as a formal course 
in university or college or theological seminary, this 
trilogy is warmly recommended as a very satisfac- 
tory and sufficiently detailed introduction to the early 
days of the Christian Church, and today it is more 
important than ever that the intelligent Christian 
have a fairly clear understanding of his past in order 
that he may adequately live in the present and, per- 
chance, prepare for what may lie in the future. csw 


minute sketch 


IN WHICH YOU 
MEET AN 
INTER-VARSITY 
STAFF 


MEMBER 


PAUL LITTLE 


Paul Little came into the assurance of his sal- 
vation as a boy of eight through the medium of 
an object lesson in a children’s meeting in his 
home town of Philadelphia. Paul earned his 
B.S. degree in Economics (major: accounting) 
from the Wharton School of Finance and Com- 
merce of the University of Pennsylvania. Witty 
and loquacious, he is a favorite with IVCF 
groups in the New York City area where he is 
now making his headquarters. 
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against that day 


“For | know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able 


to keep that which | have committed unto him against that day." 


AGAINST WHAT DAY? 


The day of great temptation, 
When powers of ill, 


Subtle and strong, would overwhelm the 
fortress 


Of mind and will. 


AGAINST WHAT DAY? 


The day when sudden anguish 
Crushes the soul; 

When ruthless pain and cold, relentless sorrow 
Take bitter toll. 


AGAINST WHAT DAY? 
The day of swift destruction, 
When in a day 
The hardly-garnered treasures of a life-time 


Are swept away. 
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AGAINST WHAT DAY? 


The day when Death’s grey angel 


Crosses my door, 


Blotting out life’s sweet song and golden 
sunshine 


Forevermore. 


Against that day, 
That day of dread, 


When strong heart faileth 
And hope is fled; 


Day of life’s direst need 
Or Death’s dark sleep, 


I am persuaded that my God is able 
My soul to keep! 


BY E. MARGARET CLARKSON 
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The Big-Man-On-Campus thought his staff on the Daily had gone 


crazy. So he wrote an editorial—and then another ... 


By LORRAINE HOEY 


| 
iy THREW his coat over the file and kicked the 
battered door shut with his foot. 

He had cultivated a good tough voice since taking 
over the university Daily, and used it now. “I would 
like a photographer and a writer over at the Union 
building,” he blared. “I heard somebody say there’s 
a meeting going on and we might as well find out 
about it. You can phone back.” 

Grumbling, Nick and Todd shuffled out, jerking 
their trench coats over their shoulders. 

“And you haven’t got all day either,” he flung 
after them as he sat down behind the scuffed desk 
marked Editor. He shuffled a sheaf of yellow papers 
in the copy editor’s box and went through methodi- 
cally, occasionally striking a heavy black pencil over 
the page, adding something, changing a word, mutter- 
ing to himself as he often did. Finally he stuffed 
the corrected copy into a basket marked for the 
printer and leaned back in his chair, the stubby 
pencil dangling absent-mindedly from his mouth. He 
brooded for a while about the newspaper, his news- 
paper, thinking about what they would do with it to- 
day and how good a bright banner looked rolling off 
the press. It was his “baby.” He got up and looked 
out the window. 

“Snow storm tonight,” muttered Roger from across 
the room. 

“Think so?” Steve turned, then caught himself 
and looked at his watch. Three o’clock. He’d have 
to cut his history class today; they had to get the 
copy to the printer before one this time. Where was 
Ginny, anyway? The office was practically deserted 
now. In twenty minutes it would be crowded with 
people. 

The telephone jangled, and it was Nick. 
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“Whoever gave you the dope on this business, 
anyhow?” he whined. “It’s some sort of religious 
lecture-discussion and there’s a couple hundred kids 
here.” Steve looked up as Ginny came in. “Hey, 
take this, will you, Rog?” he asked, handing him 
the phone. 

“Hi Steve,” Ginny said. She was Steve’s feature 
editor and girl Friday. She walked to a typewriter 
and rolled in a sheet of yellow copy. Steve followed 
her, shoving his hands into his pockets. 

“Listen, Ginny, we gotta do something about our 
fancy night editor. He’s been coming in worse for 
the liquor some nights and I can’t take staying up 
for him.” 

“Spud?” she said, looking up at him with her 
calm brown eyes. 

“Uh huh.” 

“He was OK the last couple nights, wasn’t he?” 

“Come to think of it, I guess he was, but—” 

“TI don’t think you’ll have any more trouble, Steve. 
Some Christian students have been sponsoring a 
series of afternoon lecture-discussions. I think Spud 
was saved at one the other day.” 

“Ginny, what are you talking about? Not that 
stuff Nick called in about? Oh well, you watch— 
it won’t last long—not on Spud.” 

“But it will, Steve. Just because you pride your- 
self on being one of the toughest, hardest cynics on 
the campus—” 

“Forget it,” muttered Steve. Rog was at his elbow. 

“What do we do with this?” Rog scowled. “Every- 
body’s flocking to hear this big brain discuss Chris- 
tianity or something. Nick and Todd got in on one 
of the hot discussions afterwards. Todd’s got a pic- 
ture of some students standing up and talking and 





The great point is that we who are consecrated 
and dedicated to God should not henceforth think 
or speak, design or act without a view to His 
glory. JOHN CALVIN 


of somebody important who’s walked the sawdust 
trail.” 

Steve stared at Roger. The thing both pleased and 
disgusted him. 

“We'll capitalize on it,” he said tersely. “We 
could stand some fresh college news anyway. I'll 
write an editorial on fire-tongued emotionalists and 
what they do to dissipated college students.” 

Steve strode to his desk. He sat down heavily, his 
lips curling downward. He’d be working late tonight 
. . . but that editorial. It would be exciting to write 
after he found out what was happening. . . 

Twelve-thirty. Shaking his foggy head, Steve got 
up from the chair and walked slowly to the big 
window. Roger had been right. The night was a blur 
of wind and whipping snow. He looked up at the 
sky. Black. 

“Bad out tonight.” 

“Yeah,” agreed Spud, hunching over the type- 
writer. 

Steve leaned his hot face against the cool glass. 
Then he turned and watched Spud. He was sober to- 
night. He remembered what Ginny had told him. 
Well! He'd always thought Spud had a pretty level 
head on him. But it was surprising who fell hardest 
sometimes. For a while he stared at the whirling 
whiteness outside. Coffee would help. 

As if in answer to his thought, Ginny walked into 
the office, carrying the familiar round white cartons. 
Steve smiled at her and walked to the desk. She 
was a pretty girl, with soft features and smooth, 
gleaming hair—light brown. 

“What did you do with the Inter-Varsity story?” 

“Splashed it on the front page next to the current 
world news,” he answered lightly. Ginny bit her 
lip and glanced anxiously at Spud, who was pre- 
occupied with his coffee. 

“Well, what’s the matter with that?” 

“It’s just that 1 hope you told it with the right 
attitude,” she explained quietly. 

“Wait a minute, Ginny. Don’t tell me that you—” 

“Yes,” she answered with barely-capped intensity. 
“I accepted Christ last Wednesday.” 

“What the—is the whole staff going crazy?” he 
cried. 

“What do you mean, crazy?” Spud said stoutly. 
He took another gulp of coffee. “It took me from 


the worst muddle a guy could have ever got himself 
into.” 

Steve threw a startled look at Spud, then a ques. 
tioning eye at Ginny. “Why does it do this to you? 
Explain that!” 

‘“‘We’ve found the truth in life,” Ginny said slowly, 
looking down at the desk and then at Steve. “And 
accepting Christ changes us because we have.” 

“T still don’t understand,” Steve said stubbornly. 

Spud got up from the chair and walked nervously 
around the room. Then he sat down again. 

“We needed something—and they had it, and be. 
cause we were compelled from within to believe, we 
took it. We needed redemption, new life, and we 
accepted Christ’s sacrifice for us. You can surely 
understand that. And we are now new people.” 

“You don’t know what it is,” Steve said desper- 
ately. “You ought to be ashamed letting a bunch of 
glory-talkers come and show you.” 

“I dare you, Steve; I dare you to go to one of 
those meetings.” 

Steve shrugged his shoulders and turned back to 
his desk. Much later he left the office alone. 


The next morning Ginny read Steve’s sardonic 
editorial on emotionalists and their psychological 
effect on dissipated college students. 


That afternoon Steve went to the meeting. He 
never disregarded a dare. He went again that eve- 
ning. It was the next to the last meeting they would 
have. The compellingness, the truth of it thrilled 
him. His hands were shaking when he shouldered 
his way out of the auditorium over to the Daily office. 

Rog was doing the sport’s column when Steve 
came in. 

“Seen Ginny?” 

“No. Some editorial you wrote yesterday.” 

“You mean . . . about those lecture-discussions?” 

“Yes. The gang over to the Car-In thought it was 
really something. You went over fine, Steve.” 

“You been to any of those meetings?” 

“Think I want to get labeled?” 

Steve walked aimlessly around the room. 

“Say Rog—” 

“Yeah?” 


“What if someone — well, say someone you and 
your gang thought was OK — if he went back on 
something, found out he was all wrong and said s0, 
what would you think of him? And what would you 
think of the thing that was right? Would you be: 
lieve him again, or—” 


(Continued on page 14, column 2) 
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The measurements, tests, and equations of contemporary 


culture have done nothing to change or solve the 


fundamental problems of the life of man 


By EMILE CAILLIET 


| GREAT SHIFT of interest has been taking place 
in our civilization, causing it to drift away from a 
deep spiritual concern, to seek its gratification in 
a new industrial and political order; in sex, in sports, 
in streamlined automobiles and noncontributory pen- 
sion plans, along with blue prints and balance sheets. 
This involves aversion for a sense of utter depend- 
ence upon God, for such notions as those of family 
purity, self-denial, the traditional idea of the Chris- 
tian gentleman. 

With the frontiers, vanished the pioneering condi- 
tions of American life. The expression of virility is 
lost in literature because virility itself has been lost. 
So also the intellectual and spiritual assurances which 
carried a man through a well-ordered life became 
intimidated by the loud publicity of counselling serv- 
ices, guidance clinics, mental hygiene and adjust- 
ment programs. And, lo and behold, this last sen- 
tence ends like a literary manifesto for our day. 

It would seem that the transition is all the more 
painful to those with a Biblical concern, that is be- 
gan at a time when determinism and mechanism still 
held the scientific field. No intellectual leader as yet 
could foresee the aftermath of Maxwell’s electromag- 
netic theory of light. To all practical purposes the 
universe was still conceived of by the intelligentsia 
on the model of a Newtonian big clock whose regu- 
larity was now seen to be reflected in the human 
soul as a principle of order. These were the days 
when such scholars as Fechner and Foucauld pro- 
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this 
changing 
world 


ceeded with the elaboration of a science known as 
psychophysics based on Weber’s law, the experimen- 
tal basis of the measurement of sensations. Hence- 
forth tests and measurements were on our horizon. 
Contemporary man was well on his way to becoming 
a walking set of equations. In such circumstances any 
reference to the freedom of his will become mere- 
ly a convenient way of speech, just as one spoke of 
“sunrise” and of “sunset.” So was any reference to 
the spirituality of the soul in the human animal. For 
contemporary man was by now known to be also a 
walking museum of antiquities, with no less than 
one hundred and eighty vestigial structures, includ- 
ing the vermiform appendix and the abbreviated 
tail with its set of caudal muscles. Dr. H. A. Over- 
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Dr. Cailliet, professor of Christian 
philosophy at Princeton Theological 
Seminary, has prepared a series of 
three articles for HIS readers on the 
subject of “Christianity and Cul- 
ture,” the first of which appears 


street’s best seller The Mature Mind gives one to un- 
derstand that, in such a context, the “goodness-bad- 
ness” theory now belongs to what he calls “the pre- 
psychological ages.” In other words, the very no- 
tions of good and evil are ultimately found to be 
also museum pieces. The author adds for good meas- 
ure the “knowledge-ignorance” theory. 

Contemporary man, then, is thought of increas- 
ingly as an animal unfolding in a social environment 
in which such obsolete scales of measurement as 
good and evil, knowledge and ignorance, would make 
room for the “maturity-immaturity” view. These no- 
tions are being generalized to such a degree that they 
are made to extend even to theology. Not so long 
ago Professor H. N. Wieman, for example, defined 
God as “that character of events to which man must 
adjust himself in order to attain the greatest good 
and avoid the greatest ills.” 

It is the general contention of our age that if God 
exists at all, He must be redefined in terms of em- 
pirically verifiable processes—and so must, for that 
matter, every other “notion” trying for a hearing 
at the bar of human judgment. The concern herein 
implied is, first and foremost, for what such men 
as Professor Burtt call “right thinking,” in the light 
of the best which can be taught by a candid ap- 
proach to the whole process of scientific method- 
ology. Or one may think of the types of approach 
brought out by President James B. Conant, of Har- 
vard University, under the heading “Certain prin- 
ciples of the tactics and strategy of science” in the 
fourth chapter of his book On Understanding 
Science. 

Notwithstanding all such considerations, however, 
in an area thus confined, amid the quicksands of 
contemporary theories, one prioral fact forces itself 
upon us. We become immediately aware that the 
fundamental problems pertaining to the life of man 
today remain the same age-old problems. Have these 
problems ever been solved by human equations of 
mathematics, philosophy or scientific discovery ? 

(To be continued) 


here. The March and April issues 
will continue and finish the series. 
Dr. Cailliet presents some thought- 
provoking suggestions, and this se- 
ries is commended to the serious 
consideration of HIS readers.—eb. 


GOD AND THE 8B.M.0O.C. 
(Continued from page 12) 

“Wait a minute, Steve. You don’t mean you went 
and—” 

“Yes, I did.” 

“You?” Rog narrowed his eyes and looked hard 
at Steve. “You big sucker! You’ve lost your whole 
big front! Tough old Daily editor Steve going and 
getting saved!” 

“Roger, you don’t understand it.” 

“Listen, I don’t want to understand,” he said in 
a low voice. 

Steve stood there for a while. Was it worth— 
this? Down deep he knew it was worth anything. 
He strode to the desk. He was going to be very busy 
tonight, writing that editorial and all. 

Then Ginny walked in. 

“Come here a minute, Ginny,” he said. “I want 
to tell you something.” END 


NEWS OF THE CAMPUS 
(Continued from page 15) 


of God is so evident that Warner Hutchinson and 
Alice Alter have changed their itineraries to con- 
centrate in this area for a while. One of the chief 
features of this movement of the Holy Spirit has 
been that these new Christians have returned to their 
dormitories and campus and haye led their friends 
to Christ. 


@ University of Arizona, Tucson, Christian students are 
beginning to witness in their dorms. A number of them 


are on intra-mural athletic teams and have established 


quite a name for themselves, trusting that by this means 
they may reach their friends for Christ. Ten negro stu- 
dents have taken a real interest in the group, and the 
vice-president is a negro. 

e Contra Costa Junior College, Martinez, Cali- 
fornia. Six or eight interested girls met in the City 
Park to talk with staff members of IVCF regarding 
the possibility of a daily prayer meeting. They have 
decided to begin, although there is no official per- 
mission for the use of the school buildings as yet. 

END 
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NEWS OF THE 


e Wayne University, Detroit. Forty-five Inter- 
Varsity students and friends spent a cold, snowy 
week end at Yankee Springs Camp recently, with the 
purpose of getting acquainted with the large number 
of newcomers to the group and to introduce them to 
the basic facts of Christianity. Charles Hummel and 
William Widbin were the main speakers. About a 
third of the group at the conference were new, and 
reports are encouraging on follow-up and interest. 

e University of Minnesota had an almost 100% rec- 
ord on the follow-up of the names of Japanese students 
sent them. The students at the University have also 
started a Bible class for Chinese students at the home of 
a missionary in the vicinity. 

e Macalester College Inter-Varsity group has a 
strong missionary interest and has been giving a 
large amount of money for missions. Every week 
they have a “sacrifice lunch” at which they pay 35¢ 
for a bowl of soup, and put the money into their 
missionary fund. 

e@ Indiana Medical Center has a monthly meeting at- 
tended by the fellows in the Christian Medical Society and 
the nurses at the Center. This is in addition to their sepa- 
rate meetings, Bible studies and prayer meetings. Several 
nurses have professed to accept Christ there recently. 


e University of Toronto IVCF-ers sold blood to 
help students to go to the Missionary Convention. 
Under the leadership of a Medical student in the 
group, they arranged for each student to have his 
blood typed free. They arranged to have those who 
proved to be universal donors put on the top of the 
special list of all hospitals so they were sure to be 
called up before Christmas. This sale of blood netted 
the group about a thousand dollars to help students 
get to the convention. 

@ Memorial Hospital in Wilmington, Delaware, lost 
most of its CNF students by: graduation. Several new, 
keen Christians came in this fall and helped begin daily 
Prayer meeting and Bible study. Within two or three 
weeks seven girls accepted Christ as Saviour. Plans are 


being made to have a monthly meeting for the nurses in 
the various hospitals in the Wilmington area. 


e University of Montana, Missoula. Graduation 
last June left only one known Christian on the cam- 
pus. He was much concerned during the summer 
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and prayed that God would send him other Chris- 
tians with whom he might fellowship. Instead, upon 
his return to campus he met a fellow who was not 
sure of his salvation, but desperately wanted to 
know. He had the privilege of leading him into as- 
surance. Since then about fifteen men of similar 
situation have become interested in the certainties of 
the Christian faith. God provided Christian fellow- 
ship, but not in the way it was requested, with some- 
thing far better: considerable work to do, which he 
has been carrying on in prayer meetings and Bible 
discussions twice a week. 

e@ Vanport College, Portland, Oregon, IVCF group has 
the privilege of a room set aside for their own use. This 
means that their weekly meeting, prayer meetings and 
Bible studies can be held in their own room where books 
can be had which are helpful for the work. They have 
been meeting at noon and are planning to have a num- 
ber of informal Bible studies throughout the day in order 
to provide opportunity for all the Christians on campus. 


e Michigan Presidents’ Council wet at Wayne 
University November 10 to form a Council for the 
state. Under the leadership of Paul Hanselman and 
Polly Barkhuff, the presidents and a representative 
from each of the groups in Michigan showed con- 
siderable enthusiasm in sharing, discussing and pray- 
ing about some of the major problems facing each 
campus, such as “how to contact freshmen,” “follow- 
up,” ete. 

e@ University of Washington, Seattle. Personal Evan- 
gelism Groups have grown up spontaneously, apart from 
the Executive Committee or official sanction, by Christian 
students who desire to do something for God personally. 
Without any organized effort, eleven Christian students, 
independently of each other, have started groups ranging 
from two to six in number in their respective dorms and 
areas. They meet once or twice a week, and are getting 
help from the staff member in the area. One of the PEG 
leaders formed a group entirely of strangers whose names 
had been given to her from various sources. She is now 
meeting with the only other Christian in the group to pray 
for the four non-Christians of their group. 

e Greensboro, North Carolina. As a result of 
the Billy Graham campaigns, a number of students 
in the area put their trust in Christ. The movement 


(Continued on page 14, column 2) 





BUT AM I 
w now ewer WESPONSIBLE? 


Is your complacency showing? Then read 


this diagnosis and suggested cure 


| T’s ONE mad struggle! In college, if we are ambitious, we aim at high grades and 
compete against others for top place. We learn of the struggle for existence and of 
the survival of the fittest, and we join in! Later, we start out to try to make our way, 


to make money, to get to the top—ahead of others. 

For this educational, social, intellectual, and international drive, the Christian 
student should find a corrective influence and power in his faith, a faith which makes 
him stand on his own feet and also be responsible for others’ eternal welfare. 

From the earliest days, as described in the Bible, we find man refusing to take any 
personal responsibility for others (Genesis 4:9). Envy and evil made Cain slay his 
brother when he should have been his brother’s keeper. God’s gifts are given us for 
sharing with others, not simply for personal enjoyment (cf. Ephesians 4:28). Yet 
Cain’s sin is seen right through the Bible and throughout the Christian church. 

This sin has several facets: 


KNOWING AND NOT CARING 

Esau, the profane man, is not altogether an unlovable person. But get God’s esti- 
mate of him in what Obadiah says of the Edomites, his descendants. They were mere 
onlookers in a life-and-death struggle. They “stood on the other side,” safe in the 
clefts of the rocks, while their brothers, the Israelites, were taken captive by the 
enemy. They merely looked on, indifferent, at their brothers’ downfall (Obadiah, 
vv. 11-12). The reason for this was a self-complacent pride (v. 3). 

How many Christians are happily secure in the “Rock of Ages, cleft for me,” 
singing in their young people’s meetings, “I am safe and all is right, for Jesus never 
fails,” while the arch-enemy, Satan, ruins the souls of men all around them and on 
the other side of the world as well. Like the lukewarm Laodicean Christians they 
think they are doing fine; they do not realize their poverty and blindness when it 
comes to the needs of others. 

Many of us who own Him as our Lord will find one day—too late—that we have 

(Continued on page 22, column 2) 
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through the Bible in five years . a daily devotional guide for your Quiet Time 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1 

cenesis 34 (1) All Scripture is “profitable 
What 
would the Lord teach me here concerning 


for instruction in righteousness.” 
pre-marital relationships— even when an 
honorable marriage is clearly intended to 
follow? Cf. vv. 7, 19. Note I Cor. 6:18 
(2) What impression did the inhabitants 
of Canaan gain of the people whom God 
had chosen to bless? Does my conduct 
cause others to think more highly of the 
See Mt. 


(3) Have I learned to ask counsel 


Lord whom I profess to serve? 
5:16. 
of God before entering into an agreement 
with others? 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

cenesis 35, 36 (1) How was God's call to 
Bethel especially calculated to awaken a 
(2) What is the nec- 
essary preliminary to all true worship? 
Meditate on Ex. 19:10 and Heb. 10:22. 
(3) Consider v. 10; Jacob, the supplanter 


response in Jacob? 


transformed into Israel, a prince with God. 
Can such a God make me strong where I 
am weak? (4) Discover in c. 36 the reason 
that led to the fulfillment of God’s prom- 
ise that Jacob, not Esau, should receive 
the land of Canaan. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3 

MARK 1:1-20 (1) From v. 1 what do you 
expect the emphasis of this book to be? 
To prepare my heart for the good news 
of Christ what must I do? What attitude 
does John have that I may emulate? What 
will Christ do (vv. 1-8)? (2) In wy. 9-11 
God sets His full approval upon Christ. 
God’s character is now at stake in what 
the Son says and does. But Jesus never let 
His Father down, hence His life of power 
(John 8:29; 5:36, 37). (3) An experience 
with God does not eliminate temptation. 
How did Christ get into the place of temp- 
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THIS MORNING WITH 


Heb. 4:15, 16 (4) Find similari- 
ties in the gospel Christ preached (v. 15) 
to that by John (vv. 5 and 8) and that 
later preached by the disciples in Acts 2: 
38. (5) Vv. 16-20, under what circum- 
stances did this call take place? When 
might we hear His call? To what did He 
call them? What did it involve on their 
part? Am I willing if it means a change 


tation? 


of major or occupation? 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4 

MARK 1:21-45 (1) What was the quality 
in Christ that astonished the people in the 
21-28)? (2) Vv. 23-28, 
notice the devils recognized His manhood 
“Jesus of Nazareth” and His deity “The 
holy one of God.” What did they expect 
from Him? Were they correct (I John 
3:8)? (3) After Simon made his decision 
to follow Christ (v. 18), Christ went home 
with him. What difference did this make 
Vv. 32-34, 
the devils were not allowed to give the 


synagogue (vv. 


in his home situation? (4) 
message which revealed Christ to men. 
Why? (5) Vv. 35-38, learn what you can 
about a Quiet Time from Christ. Notice 
how clear He was about how to spend His 
time that day. (6) What two outstanding 
things did Christ do for the leper? He 
told him to live his testimony, not to speak. 
Do I let Christ tell me when to speak? 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

MARK 2:1-17 (1) This chapter begins the 
The first revealed 
great popularity. There is marked rise in 


second tour of Galilee. 


opposition. Now Jesus clearly declares His 
real mission is to deal with sin (vv. 5, 10, 
17). 
(or rebuke) if you profess to have concern 
for the spiritual welfare of others. Can 


(2) Find for yourself an example 


we believe to the salvation of another (v. 
5)? How does Jesus lead the scribes to face 


the question “Is He God?” Two groups 
see the same thing and respond differently 
(vv. 6 and 12). Why? (3) After Levi be- 
came a disciple, what did he do? Would 
you call this an evangelistic social? Could 
you follow his example? What does Jesus 
say to the pharisees? 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6 


MARK 2:18-28 (1) Jesus arouses the anger 
of the Pharisees by His attitude toward the 
forms and ceremonies which they consider 
the essence of religion. In both cases the 
complaint is against the disciples (v. 18, 
24). Does He object to fasting for right 
motives and at proper times? This opposi- 
tion suggests to Him something their atti- 
tude will bring about in His future (v. 
20). How does He show that He, not the 
rules of the Pharisees, is to be the deter- 
mining factor of His disciples’ actions? 
(2) How does He show He cannot fit into 
the old system (3) The Pharisees had 
77 laws for keeping the Sabbath. What 
two points does He make in showing Him- 
self independent of such regulations? 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

MARK 3:1-19 (1) They set a deliberate 
trap for Jesus. He did not break one of 
their laws since He only spoke to the man. 
Why were they not glad that the man was 
healed? Why did the evidence of the mir- 
(2) Notice 
the wide geographical area covered here. 


acle not make them believers? 


Contrast the response to Him in wv. 7-12 
with vv. 1-6. Are there similar groups to- 
day? (3) Find at least four things im- 
portant to us if we would serve the Lord 
Jesus. He gave them authority but it was 
not automatic. They had to stay in the 
place of blessing. Mark 9:17-20, 18, 27, 
28 especially. 





FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8 

MARK 3:20-35 (1) Notice vv. 21 and 31-35 
indicate that friends and family with nat- 
ural love and interest are sometimes lack- 
ing in understanding of the real situation. 
(2) They attributed the source of His 
power to the devil (v. 22). What three 
points in His argument prove this impos- 
sible (vv. 23-27)? (3) If one did not have 
the spiritual discernment to recognize the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in Christ, but 
thought it to be the devil, how then could 
he ever believe on Him as God’s Son and 
thus receive salvation (vv. 28-29)? (4) 
What indicates that Mary has no special 
influence with her Son? What would you 
say is the closeness of your relationship to 
the Lord Jesus by this standard? 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9 


MARK 4:1-20 (1) This parable is for the 
disciples, vv. 10-11. We will hear (v. 9) 
if we are sowing the Word and watching it 
at work in the hearts of people (v. 13). 
(2) Explain this parable according to your 
understanding. Fruitfulness is the result 
of receiving the word. Think carefully 
through all necessary for you to produce 
(3) Take careful no- 
tice of every different possibility of what 
can happen to the Word. The immediate 
response is not the most important thing 
(v. 16). What is? 


the maximum fruit. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10 


MARK 4:21-43 (1) Make four statements 
about the Word based on wv. 21-25. In 
order to get more “hearing” or understand- 
ing, what is necessary (v. 24)? What is 
necessary to keep from losing what one 


EVERY MORNING ... 


Be sure to read the assigned passage 
carefully before attempting to answer 
the questions. 


After you have finished answering 
each day’s specific questions, review 
by answering these important queries: 


has of the Word? (2) How do wv. 26-29 
show the power of the Word to produce? 
(3) How would vv. 30-32 have been an 
encouragement to the disciples at this 
(4) Notice in vv. 33-34 the neces- 
sity our Lord taught of having a definite 


time? 


time of teaching for Christians alone. (5) 
Vv. 35-41, why does Jesus demand of us 
an explanation as to why we worry (v. 
40)? 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY I1 

MARK 5:1-20 (1) Think carefully into the 
detailed description of this poor man who 
This is 


not merely a disordered brain but observe 


met Jesus at the boat (vv. 1-5). 


the mysteriously real control of a human 
body and soul by actual spirits (vv. 6-10). 
(2) The same man bowed in worship (v. 
6) whose lips continue to express desire 
for bondage (v. 7). Even while the old de- 
sire continues to control, He sees the heart, 
recognizes the longing and gives victory. 
(3) The swine incident shows the superior 
worth of the human soul, the power of the 
spirits, and was the means of spreading 
the Word (vv. 12-15). 
worked one miracle, and left. What com- 
mand did He give? What response? What 
result? 


(4) Jesus came, 


Decapolis had one witness. Do 


you know the transforming power of 
Christ? May He command you to be His 


only witness? Will you (vv. 18-21)? 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12 

MARK 5:21-43 Contrast His departure from 
Decapolis and His reception on the other 
side (vv. 17 and 21). 
prayer of intercession able to accomplish 
for his daughter? What trials did Jairus’ 


What was Jairus’ 


3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or 
to forsake? 

4. Is there a promise for me to 
claim; if so, what are its c nditions? 

5. What does this passage teach me 


(by illustration or statement) about 
Jesus Christ, God, myself, His will for 


my life? 


1. Is there any example for me to 
seek to follow by God’s help? 


2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 


6. Is there something in this pas- 
sage which should be my prayer for 
today? 


faith undergo? What encouragements did 
it have along the way? This woman was 
only one of many needy in the crowd, 
What did she do that the others did not? 
What What 
teaching did Christ add to her experience? 
Why? Notice how Jairus’ faith stands out 
against a background of unbelief (vv. 38. 


assurance did she have? 


40). In the light of the circumstances of 
the time, why do you think Jesus told the 
ruler of the synagogue to keep this quiet 
(v. 43). 
reach of the Lord Jesus to every needy 


Notice the constant love and out- 


person. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13 

MARK 6:1-29 (1) What did Jesus do in his 
home town? Why did He not do more? 
What was it that offended the people of 
His home town? This particular type of 
unbelief (v. 3) found in our colleges limits 
(2) What 
commands did He give the disciples? 
What authority (vv. 7, 11)? What did 
he teach accepting hospitality? 


His working to whom (v. 5)? 


about 
Find several principles that might apply 
to Christian workers. (3) In telling of 
the popularity of Jesus, Mark mentions 
Herod’s reception of this news. This is a 
study in the growth of a guilty conscience. 
Think it through. To be face to face with 
right and do the wrong is to live with ter- 


ror and dread. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
MARK 6:30-56 (1) Often 
Lord’s help before going out to serve Him 


we pray the 


and do not come back to report what has 
been done. Here He could tell us what 
we did wrong and how to do better. Thus 
we would learn how to do His work. (2) 
What great lessons did the disciples learn 
when they went to take their day off? He 
told them to feed the crowd (v. 37) and 
they did (v. 41). What made this poss 
ible? Use two adjectives to describe Christ 
as you see Him here. (3) An incident that 
should have brought comfort, brought the 
opposite to the disciples. Why? How did 
He dispel their terror (vv. 45-52)? (4) 
What did the people do who recognized 
Christ (vv. 54-55)? Do I do the same? 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
MARK 7:1-23 (1) 
Himself when asked a question, He took 
the offensive. What objections did He find 
to the tradition of the elders (vv. 6-8)? 
How does this serve as a rebuke to all 


Instead of defending 


formalism in Christianity? (2) According 
to the tradition a man could pronounce 
“corban” or “gift” over a piece of property 
“dedicated to God.” He then 
could give it to no one else but could use 
He would 
thus leave his parents in want while he 
lived in plenty. What did this do (v. 13)? 
(3) The Lord Jesus dealt finally with cer- 
emonial practices that had to do with out- 


meaning 


it for personal gratification. 


ward cleanliness and neglected the inward 
(vv. 14-18). 
state that the evil is in man, not his en- 
vironment (vv. 20-23) ? 


How does He conclusively 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16 


MARK 7:24-37 
needy woman. The truth behind the ap- 


(1) The Lord receives a 


parently cruel statement is that His work 
for the present is for Jews not Gentiles. 
This also clearly states a stern truth that 
the people of God are to be clearly dis- 
tinguished from unbelievers. He intimates 
the door might later be opened to them, 
“children first be filled.” Even though this 
be true, why did He say it to the woman? 
What must she have detected behind His 
words in order to make an answer like she 
did? Behind a cloud of apparent refusal 
our Lord conceals His purpose of love. 
Jesus has already been rejected by the na- 
tion, the multitudes throng Him but fail 
to recognize Him as Messiah. He is in 
the lonely regions of Galilee or Gentile 
territory until He starts finally toward 
31). (2) Jesus proceeds 
with such deliberation to arouse the deaf 
man’s faith. How could each thing He did 
help do this? Can you think of little ways 
the Lord has encouraged your faith? 


Jerusalem (v. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17 


MARK 8:1-21 Even though the people have 
shown they did not appreciate the spir- 
itual purpose in His miracles, Mark con- 
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(1) What does 
the account of this miracle (vv. 1-8) re- 
How could the 
disciples have asked this question (v. 4) 
in the light of the past (Mk. 6:41-43) ? 
Is it any wonder Jesus sighed (v. 12) 


tinues to recount them. 


veal about Jesus? (2) 


when He had already done so many signs? 
(3) The Lord Jesus is now ready to teach 
them concerning the evils of those who 
are rejecting him (v. 15), but they are 
concerned about the one loaf to eat (v. 
14). 
He tries to get them to see (vv. 16-21). 


Consider the patience of Christ as 


Are you asking Him to give you true un- 
derstanding of Himself as you read of Him 
today? 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18 

MARK 8:22-38 (1) In vv. 22-26 the blind 
man did not make his own request. Com- 
pare his attitude with that of the blind 
man in Mark 10:46-52. Observe how the 
Lord developed his faith. (2) How does 
the Lord point up to the disciples that 
their belief in Him was in contrast to that 
held by people in general? In what re- 
spect do men today hold the same view 
of Christ (vv. 27, 28)? He rejoiced that 
the disciples had perceived His deity (Mt. 
16:17). (3) To those who believed He 
was the Son of God, He revealed the fact 
concerning His death. Where does faith 
in both truths have its source (Mt. 16:17, 
Mk. 8:33)? What does the Lord expect 
of one who believes in His Person and the 
gospel of His death (v. 35)? What makes 
this worth the price? 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19 


MARK 9:1-15 Here the Lord Jesus gave 
special spiritual privilege to a few. Moses 
the lawgiver (Ex. 24:15-18) and Elijah 
the prophet (I Kings 18:36-39) both had 
God’s seal of approval placed upon them. 
(1) How would each part of the trans- 
figuration impress upon the disciples the 
absolute and final authority of God’s only 
Son? 


Jesus be that to you? (2) Contrast Peter’s 


Are you willing to let the Lord 


understanding now (vv. 5-6) and later (II 
Pet. 1:17). Trust the Lord to teach you 


in experience what you may only read to- 
(3) In v. 11 the disciples show they 
recognize their Messiah. He explains that 
Elijah has come (Mt. 17:13) and it hap- 


pened to him as it was written. Even so 


day. 


the scriptures will be fulfilled in His com- 
ing suffering. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 


MARK 9:14-29 In the absence of power, 
the disciples had stooped to argument with 
the scribes. (1) How does Jesus bring out 
the magnitude of this problem which con- 
fronted the man, the disciples and Him- 
20-22)? (2) 


ciples were powerless, the man doubted 


self (vv. Because the dis- 


Christ. Does your weak testimony make it 
hard for your friends to trust the Saviour? 


However, Christ held the man responsible 


to believe himself. (3) The man came 
with strong desire and weak faith. To 
come to Jesus with any faith is sufficient. 
But more is required of one who wants 
to lead others to Christ. What was the 
(Mt. 17:20a)? What 
was required to remedy this even when 
Christ 


disciples’ problem 
was with them? Faith grows in 
prayer when our desire is strong enough 
to abstain even from the legitimate, i.e., 
fasting. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21 

MARK 9:30-50 (1) Consider the secret of 
33-37). What would 
the application of this mean in your sit- 
(2) How does Christ show that 
any degree of friendship toward Him is 
not to be discouraged (vv. 38-41)? What 
is the true standard for measuring the spir- 
itual life of another (I John 4:1-6; Rom. 
14:14)? What is a false one (v. 38)? 
(3) Consider the utter solemnity of the 
truths from wv. 47-50. (4) Do you really 
believe it is better to lose your life than 


true greatness (vv. 


uation? 


in any way hinder a weak believer (v. 
42)? (5) Here the Lord deals with good, 
legitimate things which are a spiritual 
snare to ourselves (vv. 43-50). It may be 
a friendship, art, music or athletics. How 
is it to be dealt with? God will give you 
the grace if you ask Him. 





The questions of THIS MORNING 
WITH Gop are based on the Scripture 
passages followed by the Senior Notes 
of the Scripture Union series. North 
American office of the Scripture Union 
is 30 St. Mary Street, Torontu 5, On- 
tario. A year’s subscription to the 
Senior Notes is 90¢, provides extra 
help on these same passages. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22 


MARK 10:1-22 (1) In verses 1-9 what rea- 
sons did Christ give for the divorce which 
Moses allowed? Is that a current reason 
for divorce? What basic principle did He 
point out as the unchanging reason for 
(2) How did He further 
the teaching with the disciples (vv. 10- 
12)? (3) What two important truths does 
the Lord teach in vv. 13-16? What is the 
(4) Vv. 17-22, hav- 


ing lived by the commandment this man 


not divorcing? 


significance of these? 


was obligated to keep all of them (Gal. 
3:10). Which ones had he failed to keep 
(Mt. 22:37-39)? If he had known Rom. 
10:4, he could have experienced Rom. 
3:21-22. What hindered him? 


resting upon the certain righteousness of 


Are you 
Jesus Christ for eternal life? 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23 


MARK 10:23-45 (1) Why do you think wv. 
23 and 24 are true? (Cf. Job 31:24-28; 
Ps. 52:7.) A needle is a small gate in a 
wall. To pass through it a camel had to 
(2) Think carefully through the 


passage and find everything we can expect 


kneel. 


if we are followers of Christ. Why is it 
natural that He should expect this of us 
(vv. 32-34, 39, 45)? (3) A Christian is 
supposed to be different from non-Chris- 
How (vv. 42-45)? 


tians. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

MARK 10:46-11:11 (1) Before He answered, 
the Lord made 
articulate cry into a specific request. Then 
he received exactly what he asked. Are 


Bartimaeus turn an in- 


your prayers so definite that you know 
when the answer comes (vv. 46-52)? What 
had brought the answer (v. 52)? (2) The 
Lord knew on whom He could call when 


He needed something (vv. 2-3). Does He 
have full use of your possessions? (3) 
Perhaps many in this crowd (Lk. 19:38- 
39) were being prepared for Acts 2, es- 
pecially vv. 37, 41. To recognize God in 
the Lord Jesus is the key to conversion 


and the Holy Spirit enters one’s heart. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
MARK 11:12-26 (1) Vv. 


miracle is a parable also. 


12-14, 


A mysterious 


the last 


union of human and divine; hungry on His 
morning journey, disappointed, yet by a 
word able to render the tree forever fruit- 
less and predicting with divine foreknowl- 
edge the doom of a nation. Just as this 
tree, Israel has been placed in an advan- 
tageous position and they have all outward 
(2) Describe the Lord as you see 
15-19. 
fully every condition of answered prayer 
in vv. 20-26. 
memory and ask the Lord to teach you to 


signs. 
Him in wy. (3) Study very care- 


Prayerfully commit this to 


desire in your heart the thing you ask 
with your lips. Then it will be possible 
to believe. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

MARK 11:27-12:12 (1) Vv. 27-33, his ene- 
mies never denied that He did mighty 
things, they sought to trap Him in blas- 
Our Lord spoke plainly about 
Himself to those who believed (John 4: 
25, 26). What do you think of this an- 
swer Christ gave? (2) Vv. 1-12, whose 
vineyard is it? What does God expect of 


phemy. 


the husbandmen? What would you say is 
What 
is God going to do with the vineyard (v. 
9). Cf. Ren. 9:30-33. What becomes of 
the reje :d stone (v. 10, cf. Rom. 9:33; 
I Pet. 2:7)? (3) Is this all a terrible ac- 
cident (v. 11)? 


the root sin of the husbandmen? 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

MARK 12:13-27 (1) Consider the signifi- 
cance of the combination of Pharisees and 
Herodians, the one representing religious, 
the other the political authority. What was 
the double trap they laid for Christ? Why 
do you think they marvelled at Him? Are 


you careful to submit to college regula. 
tions (v. 17)? (2) Christ’s answers were 
always directed to the need of those who 


Note 


need (v. 18) and their question (vy. 23), 


asked the question. the Saducees 
He ignored the absurd case but answered 
their real problem. (3) Christ twice de. 
clares them to be in error. Why? What 
facts do you learn here? What two things 


are necessary for right doctrine (v. 24)? 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
MARK 12:28-44 (1) Vv. 28-34, why did 
Christ say this man was not far from the 
kingdom of God? What more would have 
(John 


(2) What was Jesus trying to get 


been 


3:5)? 


necessary to bring him in 


the people to realize in wv. 35-37? (3) 
Compare the motive of the scribes in wy, 
38-40 with that of the widow in wv. 41-44. 
What did Christ say about both? About 
What do you think He 


would say about the motives that lead you 


others who sin? 


to serve Him? 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 29 

MARK 15:1-23 Our Lord is here describing 
two events: the literal overthrow of Jeru- 
salem by Rome and His own coming in 
glory. Exercise care in assigning details 
to each one. (1) Vv. 1-13, the present age 
and the preaching of the gospel. What 
5 and 6)? 
What 
is our unfailing duty and reward (vv. 9 


13) ? 


warning does He give (wv. 


What are we to expect (vv. 7-8)? 


(2) The climax of all persecutions 
will come in the great tribulation (vv. 1+ 
23). 
they will clutch any straw (vv. 21, 22). 


When men are longing for escape 


But notice how the Lord has prepared (w. 
14-20) true believers by what He had fore- 
told them (vy. 23). 


THIS MORNING WITH GOD was prepared by 
Jane Hollingsworth. 
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By RICHARD A. WEBSTER 


TEST HD 
CALL 


inescapable and still the principle factor 


The command “Go ye...’ is 


in determining God’s will for your life 


am AND A half years ago, Lucille and I paid our 
last visit to the “Cal” campus, then crossed the bay 
to San Francisco, up the gangplank of the S.S. 
Marine Adder, and steamed out under the Golden 
Gate into the setting sun of the endless Pacific on 
our way to China to become missionaries. 

This afternoon we are sitting by the fire with 
nothing to do, all packed up ready to return home 
as soon as our exit visa is forthcoming—and it can’t 
come too soon. 

Well, what’s the trouble? Didn’t we have a spe- 
cial call to China? The fact of the matter is—we 
didn’t. At least I never did. I recall my testimony 
in which I boldly declared I had never had a call to 
China, but I was coming for three reasons: the first, 
the terrific need for the Gospel in China; the sec- 
ond, there was no hindrance due to health, home 
ties, or anything else (other than my good job) to 
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cause me to remain at home; and the third, as I had 
prayed about the matter and started to move in this 
direction one door after another began to open so 
marvelously that I soon found myself on my way. 
Now, here I am biding my time in a little village far 
inland in western China, eager to return home. 

What shall we say to these things? Have I been 
a fool? Am I now ready to admit that one should 
have his special call—that mysterious sort of thing 
—to be sure of the Lord’s will? Am I now ready 
to recognize my error and settle back into my posi- 
tion in chemical research for which I have special 
aptitude? 

The answer is a calm, yet wholehearted “No!” 
Had my call been merely a mysterious sort of vision 
(I say “merely” because many true calls have this 
along with other leadings) I fear I should perhaps 
feel a little ashamed of myself at this moment, and 





not only at this moment, but many times when the 
going was hard during these past three and a half 
years. I’m sure my reasoning would have questioned 
severely the source of such a dream or vision. 

But there is a verse in James which reads: “If 
any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God who giv- 
eth to all men liberally and upbraideth not and it 
shall be given him, but let him ask in faith nothing 
wavering, for he that wavereth is like a wave of the 
sea driven of the wind and tossed, and let not that 
man think that he shall receive anything of the 
Lord.” You have often heard the first of these 
verses, but the last half makes the first meaningful. 
That is, when we ask for wisdom we must believe 
the Lord is going to give it and act accordingly. 
These were the verses which brought me to China. 
These verses have kept Lucille and me at peace while 
here, and are now leading us home, and, I know, 
will lead us to another field in the near future. 

Perhaps at first thought you say: it still doesn’t 
add up. Why are you now so eager to come home, 
and in such a hurry? What is the wisdom of all 
this? 

First, the very presence of the foreigner has be- 
come an “embarrassment” to the Chinese church, 
and second, if you were here to know the present 
meaning of that word “embarrassment” the element 
of haste would present a problem, since you could 
not make your adieu fast enough. 

Still, some may persist, haven’t you spent the bulk 
of these last three and a half years learning the 
language, and isn’t it true that you are only just now 
really ready to commence your work? Yet you pre- 
pare to leave—probably for good. 

These are the ugly facts, but they can be recon- 
ciled. During the hours free from language study, 
there have been numerous opportunities to develop 
friendships with these people, and some of these 
friendships have made it possible for me to intro- 
duce a few to the Lord Jesus Christ, Whom to know 
aright is life eternal. In a land as ripe for the Gos- 
pel as China was a year or so ago, it didn’t take 
much spare time to have an audience with many 
hungry hearts. When the fish are biting, it doesn’t 
take long to catch a basketful. 

China is now a closed door, and my heart aches 
as I leave this land, but I could never say these three 
and a half years have been wasted, for even under 
such adverse circumstances, I have been able to lead 
more friends to Christ during this period than I did 
during the same length of time at home before I 
came to China. 


Beside this encouragement, I know that He is the 
Lord of the harvest and holds the prerogative to 
move about His laborers as He wills. Our duty is to 
ask Him for wisdom and then not doubt when He 
gives it to us. 

When the Lord has put His hand upon you to 
serve Him, He will guide you directly to His place 
for you. Doors will be opened and doors will he 
closed, and you need never doubt that He is leading 
you in His perfect will and way. END 


BUT AM | RESPONSIBLE? 

(Continued from page 16) 
neglected to care for the hungry, the sick, the pris- 
oners, and so have failed to serve the Lord at all, 
because we have been so occupied with our business, 
our pleasures, our family interests. 

An upstanding Christian medical student, active 
in his chapter, told me not long ago that he felt the 
Lord was calling him and his fiancée to the foreign 
field. But he admitted candidly that he cared more 
for a comfortable practice, a fine car, and a nice 
home in America than he did about the heathen 
abroad. May God blast us out of our complacency 
and waken us to righteous acts, causing us to run the 
race instead of being mere spectators. 

KNOWING AND NOT ACTING 

The Christian faith not only puts goodness on the 
highest plane, it also gives a comprehensive analysis 
of sin. Not only are positive evil acts sin, but even 
goodness may be sin when it is in contrast to the 
revealed will of God. For instance, if God’s intent 
is for you to serve Him in a foreign land as a mis- 
sionary, all the zealous Christian service at home, 
sacrificial giving to missionary societies, or even in- 
tercessory prayer for missions do not make your 
self-willed goodness acceptable, for it has upset God’s 
perfectly planned scheme of things. So Scripture 
says clearly, “To him that knoweth to do good, and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 

Negligence is as much sin as is positive evil. 

When I saw parents’ inability to control their 
child in church, I realized that it was due to con- 
tinual neglect of correction at home. 

And when I went into the dormitory room of a 
Christian student and found his roommate had all 
kinds of obscene pictures pasted on the wall, with- 
out protest from our more moral friend, I saw again 
the sin of neglect. 

Many of us congratulate ourselves that we have 


‘not put a stumblingblock in a child’s way, but we 


have failed to remove the stumblingblock when we 
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saw the child falling. Probably you have felt you 
should witness to some student who was living in 
sin, but lacking courage, contented yourself by pray- 
ing earnestly for him. When you wondered that 
your prayers weren’t answered, did you know it was 
this sin of neglect again? 


And yet, paradoxically enough, we seem to think 
our objective viewpoint as onlookers, though it is 
caused by our sinful neglect to act ourselves, gives 
us the right to criticize those who are acting. We 
can sit at home in our comfortable armchairs and 
denounce evangelistic methods at home or abroad. 
Criticism of the church comes more perhaps from 
within than from without; so many churches are 
earnest in interdenominational rivalry and mild mu- 
tual slander while the enemy everywhere triumphs in 
the lives of men and women, whom our Christian 
lives disgust instead of attract. 


The Grecian city-states were magnificent in their 
courageous individual resistance to the enemy, but 
they all succumbed because they were not united. 
Hitler too learned to divide and rule, but our supreme 
enemy is the past-master at the art, to the great detri- 
ment of the Christian church. He keeps us looking 
enviously or even hostilely at one another instead 
of acting in concert against him, though we know 
and believe that the gates of hell cannot stand out 
against the attacks of Christ’s church—which means 
you and me. When your brother falls, do you re- 
main unmoved, or do you exult and say piously that 
it is good for his pride, that the Lord is chastening 
him, that he deserved it? If you “overtake him in 
a fault, restore him in the spirit of meekness”; go 
out and help him; don’t sit back and criticize or sigh 
piously. 

KNOWING AND NOT GOING 

The Reubenites and the Gadites had won a great 
victory and were entering into their inheritance. But 
the great question at stake was not their own secur- 
ity and happiness, but that of the whole of the peo- 
ple of God. Would they be willing to leave their own 
homes and go over to the other side to help their 
brethren defeat the enemy? would they go on from 
personal victory to assist others to a life of victory? 
would they forego personal comfort and prosperity 
lo enter a long and bitter struggle for the welfare 
of their brethren? This was the challenge Moses 
brought them in Numbers 32. He cited those who 
had refused to fight the Lord’s battles and so had 
“not wholly followed the Lord” (vv. 11-12). He ap- 
pealed to them to go over “armed before the Lord” 
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(vv. 20, 21, 27, 29, 32). But if they refused to do 
so, then, said Moses, “Be sure your sin will find 
you out.” How often this text is used of the Christ- 
rejecting sinner. But let us note that in its context 
it is used of the self-satisfied, victorious, armed ones 
who do not go over to help others through to victory. 

Perhaps we are living lives of personal victory 
over sin; we have put on the whole armor of God; 
we are entering into our inheritance in Christ. Yet 
how many of us, even Christian workers, are con- 
tent with personal victory, or local triumphs in our 
chapter or home church, but are not supporting 
our brethren elsewhere. We are neglecting those who 
are fighting Christ’s battles overseas; we do not as- 
sist them by praying or by giving, or we fail to 
go over and help them. Is this our sin? 

I remember a Christian nurse telling me about an 
awful experience she had in the hospital when a 
child was about to die. The child was afraid and 
asked the nurses around the bed if they could not 
tell him where he was going and how to prepare. 
But she was too frightened to open her mouth in 
front of the non-Christian nurses to help the child, 
and he died in terror. This left such a deep impres- 
sion on her mind that she felt she must go abroad 
as a missionary, to tell those who were dying with- 
out Him. But the sad part of the story was that 
when she told me of this, asking advice concerning 
the foreign field, she had delayed a number of years 
and was already past thirty. so that her chances of 
going were slight. And in the meantime she had 
not only done nothing to prepare for a missionary 
career, but had not even gone forth to those around 
her to win them to the Saviour in whom she believed. 
How fatally easy it is for us Christians to drift along 
through life when we should be going places for God. 

“If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn 
unto death, and those that are ready to be slain; if 
thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he 
that pondereth the heart consider it? and he that 
keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it? and shall not 
he render to every man according to his works?” 
(Proverbs 24:11-12). This was a compelling chal- 
lenge to Hudson Taylor to go to China with the gos- 
pel message, but not before he had first trained in 
the hard school of faltering experience, seeking to 
win those around him by every means possible. You 
may feel no call to China, or to any other foreign 
land, but Christ’s call to His disciples without dis- 
tinction is still first, “Come unto me,” and then, “Go 
to the lost,” for we are responsible, answerable to 
God for other’s lives. END 
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who owns the time? 


“Time is on our side,” says the Communist. 
But is it? W. C. Lockhart presents a survey of the Communistic, 


secularistic and Biblical viewpoints of that abstract entity we call Time 









i BOOK of Ecclesiastes is a rather remarkable 
dissertation by a man possessed with considerable 
insight into the problems of life. Living among con- 
fusing civil and social conditions, his chief object 
seems to have been to discover the true value of life. 
Is life worth living? What profit or gain can be ex- 
pected from life? What is man’s highest happiness? 

It would be impossible here to recount the answers 
he discovered to his seeking. Rather than attempt 
that, I commend Ecclesiastes to your own reading. 
It is not long, and the book can be read and enjoyed 
in a very brief period. 

But I want to draw your attention specifically to 
these words which are found in the eighth chapter 
of this book: “A wise man’s heart discerneth time.” 
This is an interesting and suggestive statement, but 
the problem of the average person is to understand 
what time is. After searching in dictionaries and 
encyclopedias for some understandable definition of 
time, | found consolation at last in the words of 
Dr. Edwyn Bevan, British scholar, who said: “The 
attempt to define or understand time is doomed to 
failure, because time is wholly unique, something so 
wholly unlike anything else we know that when we 
try to explain it, we find ourselves bringing terms 
of temporal significance into our explanation.” In 
other words, we can’t explain time except in terms 
of time itself. So we are like Augustine, who said: 
“If nobody asks me what time is, I know; if I want 
to explain it to anyone who asks me, | am at a loss.” 

We will let the matter of definition rest there. But, 
though we cannot explain what time is, we all under- 
stand the passing of time, for each new day, each 
new week and month, and each new year indicate 
milestones in its on-going process. And, though we 
may not understand time, we all have developed var- 
ious philosophies about it; some conscious and de- 
liberate, others unconsciously absorbed but none-the- 
less our own. It is these philosophies of time which 
Ecclesiastes terms “discernment of time,” and which 
I want to consider. 








THE COMMUNIST PHILOSOPHY 


First, let us look at the Communist’s philosophy 
of time. This position can be illustrated from the 
words of William Z. Foster, a leading American 
Communist: “The central meaning of time in which 
we live is that the capitalistic system is hopelessly 
breaking down. The world’s people are on the march 
to Socialism, and all the gold and bayonets of Wall 
Street cannot stop them.” Later, in a national radio 
hook-up, he said: “Time is on our side, and no 
matter what you do, we will win.” Then he pro- 
ceeded to challenge the capitalist world by telling it 
that no matter what it did to try to stop Communism, 
it would only speed up the day of world revolution. 

The Communist’s conception of time is derived 
from his materialistic conception of history. Karl 
Marx held that mental and spiritual phenomena are 
derived from matter in motion, and do not have 
their source beyond or outside this materialistic 
process. Thus, the world moves on relentlessly to a 
pre-determined end of its own, which purpose can 
neither be abrogated nor diverted by the action of 
the human mind or spirit. That end is the class-less 
society. However, the process of history can be 
aided and abetted by those who aid and abet the 
class struggle and the overthrow of the capitalist 
order, thus establishing the dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat or the worker. Marx believed and taught his 
followers that the intensification of the class struggle 
was the means to the realization of the end, and that 
time is important and valuable only as it is used 
toward that end. 

The Communist is essentially, then, a revolution- 
ist, and time is essentially to him a sacrament. It is 
that which he possesses which is to be used to one 
end, and one end only—to bring life one stage nearer 
to the ultimate revolution which ushers in that Uto- 
pian dream of a new world order. He therefore be- 
lieves that time is on his side, and nothing can stop 
the onward march of history toward the realization 
of the Communist World State. This may not come 


CAN DO .. . THROUGH CHRIST 
A true saint never says, “I can’t” because it never 


occurs to him that he can. OSWALD CHAMBERS 


in his lifetime, but inevitably it will work itself out, 
and in the meantime, whether he is waiting or fight- 
ing, the goal before him is clear and certain. He is 
set in a life-and-death struggle, and time claims from 
him his utmost devotion to the revolution. 


It is no wonder then that the Communist world 
pours scorn and ridicule upon our western democ- 
racies, in which so many persons have time to waste 
and squander in idle amusement without any con- 
sciousness of a driving purpose in life. The Com- 
munists see life moving toward an inevitable destiny, 
and they see us in the democracies as blind and stu- 
pid people, bogged down in our own blindness and 
stupidity, while the inevitable world-revolution ab- 
sorbs us. 


THE ““OTHER-WORLDLY" CONCEPT 

If the Communist’s philosophy of time is a com- 
pletely this-worldy philosophy, in that it sees and 
evaluates life wholly in terms of that which happens 
within the here and now, there is another philosophy 
of time which is at the completely other extreme. 
It may be described as the “other-worldly” concep- 
tion of time. 


You have probably heard the kind of pulpiteer, 
or platform or radio speaker, who uses the Bible to 
predict with certainty the end of human history, and 
is unconcerned with the function of the Church in 
this world and his growth in grace and his total wit- 
ness to Jesus Christ. These people tell us with sin- 
cere conviction that we are moving toward that mo- 
ment of time when the cataclysm of destruction will 
be released, the battle of Armageddon will be fought, 
and God’s final judgment occur. How they can be 
so certain of the details of their prediction has al- 
ways been a mystery. However, these prophets of 
doom have always, in every age of history, been 
saying pretty much the same thing with equal con- 
viction, and have always been re-adjusting their dates 
of that final day. 


The important thing about their message is usu- 
ally summed up in their challenge to the individuals 
who listen as to where they propose to spend eter- 
nity. Now that is a singularly important question 
for all of us to face. But the implication always 
seems to be that there is nothing much you can do 


about the world you live in: the only thing you can 
do is to save your soul for eternity. This concept 
of time is completely ‘“other-worldly.” For these 
people, the world is going to the devil, and you can’t 
do much about it. Time is running out very quickly, 
so take what time there is left, and save yourself for 
the world to come. Time, for them, in essence be. 
longs to the devil, while eternity belongs to God. 
Now, no one would dispute the fact that time is 
always running out. And particularly in this moment 
of history we are increasingly conscious, with the 
threat of atomic warfare, that it may be running out 
hurriedly. But this is no ground for hysteria, nor a 
reason to project all our interest and concern upon 
eternity. Jesus said, “Sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thereof.” While He never let His followers for- 
get that their lives were set in the framework of 
eternity, He did not encourage them to try to save 
themselves out of the world. He called them to new 
lives in the world. But this surrendering of the world 
to the devil, and marching off in glory into a world 
to come is what has contributed to the odium cast 
upon Christianity by the Communists. They have 
said that religion is the opiate of the people since it 
promises them “pie in the sky by and by.” The 
Christians, they say, are taught not to be concerned 
about the affairs of this world, but, learning to accept 
what life offers, they are to push on to a better world 
hereafter. And, of course, that is precisely what this 
“other-worldly” concept of time has been encourag- 
ing men and women to think. This life is relatively 
unimportant—eternity is all-important. And religion 
in that sense has been precisely what the Communist 
says it is—a sop to the people to encourage them 
to endure the injustices of this life with the promise 
of justice in the life to come. But this surely must 
be seen as a basic denial of the essential truths which 
Jesus came to teach about life. While He urged men 
and women to see their lives in the perspective of 
eternity, He never at any time minimized the impor- 


‘tance of the present moment of existence, or sug: 


gested that this world be abandoned to the devil. 
THE SECULARIST VIEWPOINT 

We turn now to a third philosophy of time which 
may be described simply as the secularist point of 
view, and which comes close to the philosophy held 
by the average individual in the western democracies 
today. It is simply that time is a personal thing; 
it belongs to the individual himself, and he may 
determine his own use of it in relation to his own 
desires. 
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Of course, it is true that he is somewhat restricted 
in his use of it, since he must sell a substantial por- 
tion of it to earn a living, so that he may enjoy the 
necessities of food and shelter and clothing. How- 
ever, having bartered what he considers necessary 
for that end, he maintains that the balance is some- 
thing he can dispense or use primarily as he pleases. 


This particular conception of time is linked with 
the popular conception of freedom which is current 
in the western world today, namely that a free man 
is a man who is free to do what he likes with his 
life. Hence, since he considers time as a part of his 
life, it falls into the same category, and is his own 
to do what he wants with it. 


However, even though a person may consider time 
as distinctly his own, it is interesting how he uses it. 
The New York Times, in March 1949, carried an 
editorial in which was recounted the survey made 
by a Swiss citizen, who had reached his eightieth 
birthday and who took stock of how he had spent 
his days. He figured that he had spent 26 years, 
312 days, 18 hours, and 22 minutes just in sleeping 
—about a third of his life, which is what is to be 
expected of any man. Work accounted for 21 years, 
85 days, 14 hours, and 40 minutes. He was angry 
or annoyed 5 years, 346 days. He wasted 5 years, 
302 days, 16 hours in anterooms, hotel lobbies, and 
other places, waiting for men and women with whom 
he had appointments. Eating consumed almost the 
same time—5 years, 346 days, and 5 hours. Shaving 
had occupied 228 days and 2 hours; signing his 
name, 42 days and 14 hours; scolding his children, 
26 days and 14 hours; getting dressed, 18 days and 
12 hours; lighting cigars, cigarettes and pipes, 12 
days and 16 hours; yawning, 4 days and 2 hours; 
telling the barking dogs he owned during his life to 
lie down and keep quiet, 2 days and 14 hours; and 
significantly enough the smallest item of time was 
1 day, 22 hours spent in laughing. There is no rec- 
ord apparently that he had devoted any of his time 
to the worship of God. 


Whether this is a typical example of what we do 
with our time in the western world or whether a 
person spends his time wisely is a question. What 
is basically wrong is the misconception that an in- 
dividual owns his own time. As Charles Kingsley 
once said about liberty, “There are two kinds of 
liberty: the false, where a man is free to do what 
he likes, and the true, where a man is free to do 
what he ought.” And just as we are wrong in assum- 
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The hardest part of a missionary career is to 
maintain regular, prayerful Bible study. Satan 
will always find you something to do, when you 
ought to be occupied about that—if it is only 


arranging a window blind! HUDSON TAYLOR 


ing that our lives are our own to do with what we 
desire, so we are also wrong in assuming that time 
is our own to do with what we want. We are free to 
to do what we ought to do, which means that we are 
free to fulfill the purposes for which we were cre- 
ated. Likewise, we are given time to do, not what 
we want, but what we ought to do. It is not our 
own to do with as we like. 


THE BIBLICAL ANSWER 
This brings us at last to the Biblical concept of 
time. The psalmist has said: 


“Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all genera- 
tions. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever 
thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from ever- 
lasting to everlasting, thou art God. Thou turnest man to 
destruction and sayest, Return ye children of men. For a 
thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is 
past, and as a watch in the night. Thou carriest them away 
as with a flood; they are as a sleep: in the morning they 
are like grass which groweth up. In the morning it flour- 
isheth, and groweth up; in the evening it is cut down and 
withereth. For we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy 
wrath are we troubled. Thou hast set our iniquities before 
thee, our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. For 
all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we spend our 
years as a tale that is told. The days of our years are three- 
score years and ten; and if by any reason of strength they 
be fourscore years, yet is their strength labor and sorrow; 
for it is soon cut off, and we fly away. Who knoweth the 
power of thine anger? even according to thy fear, so is thy 
wrath. So teach us to number our days that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom” (Psalm 90:1-12). 


In other words, the psalmist is saying that we are 
God’s creatures, and in His purpose and plan of life, 
we are given a certain amount of time here upon 
earth with which to live. Normally, it will be about 
seventy years. It may be more or it may be less. 
In any case, life is short at its best, and the time we 
have is limited. The important thing is to number 
the days that we have that we will use them wisely 
and well. Time essentially is a gift from God to be 
used for the true ends of existence. 


But it is a gift for which we are held responsible. 
We are to use our time as we should, and we are 
held accountable for its use. In other words, we 
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hold time in trust. We do not own it. God does, 
and He entrusts it to us when He entrusts life to us. 
Jesus was conscious of the same truth in His own 
life. He said, “I must work the works of him that 
sent me while it is day: the night cometh when no 
man can work” (John 9:4). 


There is then in the Biblical concept of time a 
sense of urgency. God has so ordered life that our 
time is restricted and limited. We have just so much 
time given to us, and no more. We must use it 
wisely and well, for we have no opportunity to go 
back and live our lives over again. 

Thus, if the Communist feels a tremendous ur- 
gency where time is concerned, how much more the 
Christian must feel this urgency. To the Communist, 
time is given him in order to devote it to bringing 
to pass the world revolution of the proletariat. The 
Christian, on the other hand, is given time to work 
with God in bringing to pass the holy and righteous 
purposes of God which are being worked out, not 
only here on this earth, but in eternity. Thus, while 
the Communist is devoting his time to the working 
out of a purpose identified with a materialistic 
process apparent in the structure of human society, 
the Christian is identified with a purpose which has 
been given life by its Planner and Creator, God. 
The Communist is overcome with the urgency of 
achieving a revolution; the Christian is overcome 
with the urgency of living for eternity in the days 
which are his to live, and of fulfilling the purposes 
that God has for his life and the world during the 
period in which he has an opportunity to fulfill 
them, and thus become part of the great on-going 
purposes of God Himself. 


There is in the Biblical concept of time a sense 
of stewardship. A Christian is held responsible for 
his use of the time given him. It is true that while 
he has this time, he can use it as he desires, but he 
will be held responsible by God for its use. In the 
parable of the talents, Jesus wasn’t teaching only 
about the responsible use of talents and material 
possessions; He was teaching about all the gifts with 
which we are endowed—time being one of the most 
significant and important. It is the same idea which 
lies behind the words of Ecclesiastes: “A wise man’s 
heart discerneth time.” But the sentence is not com- 
plete. It is, “A wise man’s heart discerneth time and 
judgment.” Time and judgment are linked together, 
for inevitably the passage of time and our use or 
misuse of it is constantly bringing judgment upon 


us. Your life today in your use of time reflects the 
inevitable judgment of God. You are the kind of 
person you are in direct relation to the way you have 
wisely or unwisely used your time. This is the con- 
stant process of judgment, and to that process is 
added the final judgment when at last we find our. 
selves face to face with Him who gave us our lives 
and time to live them. Richard Baxter once said, 
“Spend your time, then, in nothing which you know 
must be repented; in nothing of which you might 
not pray for the blessing of God; in nothing which 
you might not safely and properly be found doing 
if death would surprise you in the act.” 


Finally, the Biblical concept of time sets our lives 
in the framework of eternity. The time we have here 
to live is not all that God gives us. He gives us the 
possibility of “endless time” beyond this sphere if 
we prove ourselves worthy to receive it. 


Thus, while the Communist lives and struggles to 
bring to fruition an Utopian order which he may 
never see, and dies knowing that the materialistic 
plan of human history knows nothing of personal 
survival, nor is interested in the individual life as 
such, the Christian lives and struggles to fulfill the 
purposes which he believes God has for him and 
the world, as he has seen them in Christ, and he dies 
believing that his labors in the Lord are not lost in 
the impersonal processes of life, but that there is a 
gift of “endless time” beyond this life in which life 
is richer and fuller, in which the final purposes of 
all life are at last realized. 


The majestic greatness. of such a concept about 
life and time in relation to God is brought home in 
the witness given about a decade ago by a young 
minister, then 38 years old, at work in the slums of 
London among the poor people of that city. John 
Robbins died at 48, and his passing greatly moved 
the people of London. The reason is not hard to 
discover. Some ten years before, he had written 
these words: “If life has been lived as though it were 
everything, and the grave the end, then death must 
appear as the final tragedy. But if life has been 
lived in the reckless faith that God is love, and that 
beyond the grave there lies eternity, then life can be 
hazarded cheerfully for God’s purposes, while death 
will appear as the great dramatic moment when 
our faith flames into certainty. I know that what: 
ever path my soul must tread, Christ will be there.” 

“A wise man’s heart discerneth time and judg: 
ment.” END 
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Let your moderation be known .. . Virginia Lowell shows that 


even your personality must be balanced for effective witnessing 


i the class politician is loud, extroverted, 
friendly; the “student” is quiet, bespectacled, buried 
in a book; the society girl may be reserved or rau- 
cous but she must know the right people. 

But, typically, what is the college Christian like? 
Think about those you know. Are they introverted, 
bookish? friendly, out-going? 

One of the wonders of the gospel is that it reaches 
every type. The P. E. major, the sorority girl, the 
Phi Beta Kappa, the quiet struggler—the Lord loves 
them all, and they can all be Christians if they will. 

But—in some sense at least—the born-again, use- 
ful Christian is necessarily an ambivert. That is, he 
can’t be a radical extrovert, interested only in others 
—never looking within. Even less can he be com- 
pletely an introvert, forever searching his own per- 
sonality. 

Many Christians miss out on what they could be 
for God because they don’t realize this point. 

To begin the Christian life requires some intro- 
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version. The athlete and society girl who are al- 
ways playing the grandstand, always pulling strings 
for the next conquest—never looking within to see 
or worry about how they’re doing inside—simply 
don’t become Christians. They can’t because they 
don’t arrive at the first requirement: realization that 
they are sinners. 

So an utter and complete extrovert can’t be saved. 

And the dangers that befall the extrovert who does 
look within long enough to see his condition and 
turn to the Lord Jesus Christ—dangers of the ultra- 
extrovert Christian—are everywhere obvious. Typ- 
ically, he wears flashy clothes, grins from ear to ear, 
and perpetually has his arms raised to lead a rous- 
ing chorus. He is the leader of many. And when 
his lack of Quiet Time, his neglect of soul-searching, 
his carelessness about being with God alone some- 
times instead of in a crowd—when these undermine 
his testimony and he falls prey to some obvious sin 

(Continued on page 34, column 2) 





GAUGES THAT KEE 


By HENRY PETERSEN 


|. is by the gauges on his control panel that the 
pilot takes off, guides, and lands his plane safely. 
Gauges are what keep him “on the beam.” What 
with wind and storm, darkness and fog to contend 
with, all gauges must function properly and be 
watched constantly if the passengers are to arrive. 

The Christian life is very similar. A good take-off 
is important — so are a safe journey and a happy 
landing. Often we cannot see clearly and are not 
sure whether we are following the true course, are 
really “on the beam.” 

The Bible showed us how to begin the journey; 
now the question is: What about help for along the 
way? 

Bob was perplexed over a certain habit. He did 
not know any Scripture that labeled it a sin. But his 
Christian friends thought he shouldn’t continue it, 
and once a non-Christian fellow said he thought it 
was funny Bob still did that—now that he’d “got 
religious.” Then one day, a text on his calendar 
caught his eye: “Let us lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us” (He: 
brews 12:1). 

“Weight,” mused Bob, “. . . race. . . Say, what is 
a weight anyway? It is something that slows you 
down in a race. That settles it for me. Anything 
that holds me back in the Christian race is a sin and 
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OU ON THE BEAM 


Certain practical suggestions for young 


Christians are apposite in 


maintaining a vivid testimony 


has to be laid aside whether the Bible names it or 
not. I’ll ask God to take this habit away right now.” 
As he quoted the words on his knees: “Let us lay 
aside every weight,” he realized he was about to ask 
God to do something for him that he should do him- 
self. Yes, God actually commanded him to do it! 

“In Jesus’ name I lay it aside by Thy grace,” he 
prayed. Looking back a week later, Bob was cheered 
to note the real progress he had made as a result of 
his obedience. 

Another gauge is this sentence: “Whether there- 
fore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God” (I Corinthians 10:31). Many a 
Christian has been stopped in his tracks by asking 
sincerely, “Is what I am doing really to the glory 
of God?” 

F. B. Morse—inventor of the telegraph—eglorified 
God in its very first message. Grateful to his Maker 
for giving him the genius to develop this speedy 
communication system, he sat at the key and sent 
forth the memorable words, “What hath God 
wrought!” 

In contrast to Morse, the workmen who laid the 
keel of the great Titanic proudly scribbled on it— 
“Even God can’t sink this ship.” And God quickly 
proved they were wrong. 

Yes, even in the common things—like eating and 
drinking—we are told to “do all to the glory of God.” 
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Though a Christian, Mary Lou liked to go with 
the crowd. Chatting with her one evening, a friend 
quoted the words, “Abstain from every form of evil” 
(I Thessalonians 5:22, rsv) and related the follow- 
ing incident: 

A girl in a white dress was about to descend, with 
her friends, into a coal mine. The operator said, 
“You’re not going down into the mine with that 
pretty dress on, are you?” 

‘“‘Why yes,” she said, “what’s going to keep me 
from going down there with a white dress on?” 

“Well, young lady,” said he, “there is nothing to 
keep you from going down there with a white dress 
on, but there is plenty to keep you from coming up 
with a white dress on.” 

Mary Lou caught the significance of the story and 
kept away from questionable places. She was back 
“on the beam.” 

As with merchandise, so with Christians: When 
they are “slightly soiled” they are “greatly reduced” 
in value. 

Another important gauge to watch is I Corinthians 
6:19: “What? know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own?” If my 
body is the very temple of God whom the heavens 
cannot contain, how careful I must be where I take 
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spiritual 


Many OF THE people in Africa suffer from anemia. 
They do not all know that they are ill because they 
have never known abounding health, and the listless, 
burdensome life they live is normal to them. 

As I look back to my student days I realize that 
I suffered then from a sort of spiritual anemia. At 
the time I did not appreciate how powerless I was, 
though I believe most of us in our Christian Union 
felt that there was something lacking in our lives. 
There seemed to be a gap between what we said we 
believed and how we lived, between what we read in 
the Word and what we experienced in our hearts. 
We spent considerable time and energy in organizing 
meetings and “squashes” for the unsaved but few, 
if any, were saved. Someone would say, “What we 
need is more prayer,” so we would organize more 
prayer meetings and ask well-known leaders to speak 
to us, but it seemed to make little difference. An- 
other would say, “It is personal work that counts,” 
and so we would tackle our unsaved friends. Yet my 


The way to a more “abundant life” 


is told from the experience 


of Dr. K. D. Moynagh 


own efforts would end only in fruitless arguments on 
such subjects as evolution or worldly amusements. 
What was said in Haggai was true of us, “Ye looked 
for much, and lo, it came to little: and when ye 
brought it home I did blow upon it” (Haggai 1:9). 

I think that the attitude I had then could have been 
summed up in the words, “I want to be the best for 
God.” Normally the “I” stood well in front. “The 
best” meant that I wanted to excel in games, in work 
and also spiritually. If the still, small voice of con- 
science whispered anything about pride or self-glory, 
I would hastily say, “but it is all for God.” The 
Lord spoke to me about my games and showed me 
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that these had become an idol. I half repented 
(which is not repenting at all) but refused to give 
them up, and vowed that I would never let them in- 
terfere with my work for Him. This sin of com- 
promise and disobedience was an attitude of heart, 
and against its dark background other sins like 
pride, jealousy, ambition and lust remained unno- 
ticed and unjudged. I did not realize that the cause 
of the trouble was the “I” that reigned in my life 
and dominated all that I did. My treatment was to 
dress it up with evangelical zeal and restless activity. 

The six years in the army were no different from 
those at the hospital: there still seemed to be that 
yawning gap between the promises of God and the 
poverty of my own experience. Among many of the 
missionaries abroad, where the army took me, | 
found disillusionment, quarrelling and jealousy, dis- 
trust, suspicion, and sometimes open hostility be- 
tween them and those whom they sought to win. I 
met some whom God was greatly using, but these 
were rare enough for me to regard them as being 
set apart from the rest of us, with special spiritual 
gifts. I remember once testifying to a fellow-officer 
that I believed that the Lord Jesus had entered my 
life. He replied, “If He were really living in you, 
you would be a very different person from what you 


” 


are.” And I was silent and ashamed. 


In 1947 my wife and I and our two children sailed 
for East Africa as missionaries. I was not as yet 
very convicted about my own life and its powerless- 
ness. I felt that I had all the answers. Prayer, 
Bible study, personal work, sound doctrine, the 
morning Quiet Time — these were foundations on 
which I intended to build. But we had not been very 
long abroad before the Lord started to speak to us. 
At first it was through the lives and testimonies of 
two fellow missionaries who had come out to Africa 
as liberal evangelicals, without any message, and 
whom the Lord had saved through Africans in the 
revival movement in Uganda. Then one day my wife, 
deeply moved, came to me to tell me how the Lord 
had been speaking to her. This brought me to the 
Lord and I asked Him why my life was so unsatisfied 
and unsatisfactory. He reminded me of the time of 
disobedience about my games all those years before, 
and showed me how my whole attitude had been one 
of compromise and disobedience. After fighting and 
excusing myself I confessed that I had sinned. Then 
I read those words of our Lord, “Whosoever shall 
fall upon this stone shall be broken.” He showed 
me that the “I” must fall and be broken, that He 
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did not want a great or successful missionary, but 
one with a broken and contrite heart. At the same 
time I saw the need deliberately to put known sin on 
the cross with Christ and there to leave it. Up to 
this time I had vaguely admitted sin, but I rarely 
felt completely free from its guilt: now the Lord 
began to show me in a new way how it can be 
cleansed immediately in His blood. 

A few months after this we were led into a fellow- 
ship of saved and revived Africans. We found very 
little new in their message. Except, perhaps, for 
a greater emphasis on the cross and the power of 
Christ’s blood, it was the same as in our evangelical 
circles in England. But there was a most striking 
and unmistakable difference in their lives. They 
were overflowing with joy; everywhere, and to every- 
one, they testified to the power of the blood of the 
Lord Jesus; the greatest of all sins was to have a 
proud, unbroken heart. 


If a brother sinned they rebuked him lovingly but 
uncomprisingly. They were very open about their 
own sins and temptations, their defeats and His vic- 
tories, confessing “the wonders of His glorious love 
and their own worthlessness.” This was not done 
with morbid introspection or a sinister desire to 
dwell on certain sins, but with frank sincerity, and 
with the aim of showing that the Lord can break the 
power of the hard, rebellious self within. 


Almost every day now, men and women of every 
type, rich and poor, outcast lepers and respected 
clergy, mission workers and prisoners in jail, Afri- 
cans and Europeans, are being saved. As they be- 
lieved they enter into a wonderful fellowship with 
the Lord and with each other. We had thought of 
revival as a spreading forest fire, but instead we 
have seen lives like burning torches, one setting 
another on fire, and so on, one by one. The most 
impressive features are the radiant joy and trans- 
parency of the lives of those who are saved, their 
oneness, their uncompromising attitude to sin, and 
their great emphasis on the blood of the Lamb. 

In their rebukes they are no respecters of persons. 
At times I have resented it when someone told me 
gently and lovingly where he has seen sin in my 
life; but the source of this resentment is pride. Per- 
haps one with a face. usually radiant, but now a 
little troubled, will say, “I thought you seemed a 
little cold these days;” or “I wondered why you did 
not testify to so-and-so the other day;” or “you seem 
to be self-conscious and not free when you speak.” 
I have found in these rebukes, not a censorious spirit 





of criticism, but the voice of God helping me to see 
myself rising in rebellion against my Saviour. 
Some time after joining the fellowship I began to 
know in experience what I had known for some time 
in theory: that on the cross the Lord had finished 
completely the work of overcoming Satan, and that 
we can now rest in His finished work. I cannot ex- 
press the daily joy and peace this rest brings. When 
I make mistakes professionally I am tempted to 
worry: “Everyone will think what a poor doctor | 
am and the work of God will suffer.” But He re- 
minds me that He has finished defeating Satan on 
the cross. I must repent of sin and rest in the cleans- 
ing that He gives. My professional reputation can 
add nothing to His glory nor can it defeat Satan. 
The greatest of all blessings has come to me 
through the casual remark of a friend. He told me 
that he thought that people tended to emphasize “the 
blood” too much. He agreed with the truths about 
cleansing and the atonement but objected to the con- 
stant use of this particular phrase, adding that it 
was not so emphasized in Scripture. I decided to 
study this subject in the Word and, by one of God’s 
coincidences, Andrew Murray’s two books The 
Power of the Blood and The Blood of His Cross 
came into my possession. I began to understand in 
a new way what power the Lord means us to experi- 


ence through His blood. “The life of the flesh is in 


the blood and I have given it to you... .” Such 
verses as this showed me afresh how the Lord’s very 
life can flow through me, that as I die He lives. This 
is the way into the holy place where we may dwell 
with the Father. I know of no joy on earth to com- 
pare with that of seeing the power of His blood at 
work, of knowing before that He will work and 
praising after He has worked. 

“They overcame by the blood of the Lamb, the 
word of their testimony and they loved not their 
lives unto the death” (Revelation 12:11). END 

Reprinted from the British Inter-Varsity Magazine. 


GAUGES ... 
(Continued from page 31) 

my body, what I put on my body, and what I put 
into my body! Certainly I must keep it pure and 
clean and avoid anything that would defile it. The 
spiritually minded Christian when in doubt about 
eating or drinking certain things or when uncertain 
about indulging in this or that can always use this 
simple test: “Will it in any way injure or defile my 
body?” 

St. Paul could say, “I have lived in all good con- 
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science before God until this day” (Acts 23:1). 
While we are nowhere told in Scripture that if we 
live up to the light of our conscience we shall be 
saved, the conscience well instructed in the Word of 
God will serve as a most useful gauge to keep us on 
a true course. 

“T heard that Smith has got ten thousand dollars,” 
said Jones to his neighbor. 

“You’re wrong,” said the neighbor; “the ten thou- 
sand dollars has got him.” What a difference it 
makes whether man or money is master! The same 
is true about other things in our Christian life. I am 
not to be mastered by anything or anyone but Christ. 

Christian athletes have to be careful that sports do 
not become a ruling principle in their lives. Those 
fond of music must take care that it does not become 
an obsession. Anything that dominates or holds a 
whip over us can be labeled a “sin” in the same 
sense as it is a “weight” in a race. Speaking to be- 
lievers in Rome the Apostle Paul declares this gauge: 
“Sin shall not have dominion over you” (Romans 
6:14). The sincere Christian will find himself asking 
frequently: “Does this thing master me; is it usurp- 
ing the priority that Christ alone should have?” 

Yes, you can be on the beam for God. There is 
nothing mysterious or subtle about it. Having taken 
off and got on the course, it is simply a matter of 
faithfully observing the gauges God has placed be- 
fore you in His Word. There will be guidance in 
the great issues of life and discernment and direction 
in the little problems that face us each day. 

The great loss of life and property that results 
when planes get off their course feebly illustrates the 
loss of a Christian life misspent. For many perhaps 
the greatest disappointment in heaven will come when 
God reveals the beautiful plans He had in mind and 
then alongside unfolds the narrow, selfish course they 
followed. 

Let’s keep on the beam. END 


CAN AN INTROVERT ... ? 
(Continued from page 29) 

and is gone from Fellowship circles, the cause of 
Christ is badly injured on that campus. Many who 
are near the Kingdom don’t show up again. New 
Christians flounder. Older ones get cynical .. .- 
because a Christian was too extroverted. 

But mostly it’s the other way. Most college Chris- 
tians find it’s easier to avoid difficulty by keeping 
quiet. When the bull session edges toward religion, 


they decide it’s time to turn in for the night. When 
(Continued on inside back cover) 
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| Was 
raid 0 
Heaven 


By JANE MacMURRAY 


| RE YOU afraid of heaven? I was. 

Do you look forward eagerly to the Lord’s coming 
for His own—to going to be with Him any minute 
now? 

What about heaven? Does it scare you to think 
of something that goes on and on and never finishes? 
It did me, and still does sometimes. 

But I’ve found one thing that helps. It’s this: 

Don’t get satisfied and comfortable. Don’t “ar- 
tive.” Don’t feel you’ve made the grade and are 
sitting pretty—contented with things. 

Two years ago things were going fine for me. My 
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REMEMBER .. . 

As HIS goes into the mail each month, we are 
greatly conscious of our need for readers’ prayers 
on behalf of its increased ministry. Pray that the 
Lord may guide the editors who select and pre- - 
pare its contents, the artist who designs it, the 
circulation department personnel, the typesetters, 
and printers. Pray that each issue may sincerely 
glorify the Lord Jesus and be used of Him.—ep. 


salary was rising steadily. On the side I had an in- 
teresting job to do for God, and people were being 
saved, too. I had a nice home and plenty of com- 
fortable friends. 


So I didn’t care much about heaven. 


Oh, I didn’t let on. I sang “Oh, Lord Jesus, how 
long, how long Ere we shout the glad song, Christ 
returneth, Hallelujah.” But I wasn’t very eager. 
There was plenty of time for all that and things here 
were pleasant for now. There were. people who 
needed saving and there would be for years to come 
right there where I was, not to mention the rest of 
the world. Heaven would be wonderful of course, 
but no use starting it yet. It would last a long time. 

Then things began to tumble. I ran into opposi- 
tion to the work for the Lord. Things got a bit 
unpleasant. Some people I’d counted on as friends 
started looking the other way. 

Then I lost my job and had to move miles away 
from my comfortable home and the friends who had 
been loyal through all the difficulties. I had to leave 
the nice opportunities for Christian service and all 
the joy that they had brought. 

Then I had to find a new job at a reduced salary, 
hunt for an apartment in a crowded city, make new 
friends, and hunt for new opportunities for service. 

But it has been worth it—well worth it—if only 
for one lesson. Through it all I noticed this: I 
began to get interested in heaven. How thrilling to 
think of meeting Him, the One who has stood by me 
through all the difficulties, the One I’ve learned to 
depend on more than I ever thought possible, the 
One who has given a garrison of peace right in the 
middle of trouble. 

And how great to be at a never-ending reunion 
with all the beloved Christians! And to have a home 
prepared ahead by the Lord Himself and not to 
have to worry about hunting for a place. 


And then how wonderful to be able to go to stay, 
never to have to worry about being unsettled and 
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finding a new niche. Indeed, the stability of it all— 
the never-endingness—seems now not a frightening 
prospect but a completely satisfying one. 


Don’t let me give the wrong impression. I’m not 
sitting around waiting for that proverbial “pie in 
the sky”—but I am looking forward to it. [I still 
want—desperately—to have some work done to lay 
at the Lord’s feet and something for which He will 
say “well done.” And I am working and praying 
hard for that. But it’s all quite different when the 
goal is not a frightening thing—not a thing to worry 
about but something wonderful to anticipate! END 


EDITORIAL 


(Continued from outside back cover) 


a multitude as did Hitler. But if this effort in the 
doing fails to glorify God, will it be owned by God 
in eternity? Is it possible that in eternity the mes. 
senger and his service may go unrewarded by Christ 
at His judgment seat even though there were some 
“results” in terms of souls saved? Dare we say that 
something is necessarily of God just because it seems 
to result in success? Moses struck the rock when 
God told him to speak to the rock. Water gushed 
forth, and the thirst of Israel was quenched. How. 
ever, Moses doing God’s will but not in God’s way 
was rejected and did not enter the promised land. 


On the other hand is it not possible so to exalt 
the ways and means of worship and service that they 
become ends in themselves—for example, to be s0 
concerned about the way the Lord’s Supper should be 
celebrated that the Lord Himself is forgotten? Long 
years ago the Saviour sat by a well and discussed 
the ways and means of worship with a Samaritan 
woman—worship in Samaria or in Jerusalem. The 
Lord ended this discussion—which has continued 
even to our day and generation—by the words: “ye 
shall neither in this mountain nor yet at Jerusaléh 
worship the Father . . . but... in spirit and in 
truth.” 


Yes, it is of great importance that we worship and 
serve the Lord in obedience, in His way which is to 
His glory. But it is also possible even to forget the 
Lord, and to reject those whom He has received and 
is using just because we so concentrate upon the 
ways and means of worship and service, insisting 0 
detail beyond the Scriptures and then, like the Phar: 
isees of old, we add to the Scripture. As a result 
it is no longer a matter of His way, but our own. 

csw 


HIS, FEBRUARY, 1952 





ind) 
SS 


letters from our readers 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

A friend brought . . . to my attention . . . the 
article. . . “The Call to Christian School Teaching” 
by Albert E. Greene, Jr. He was much impressed 
by this article, and characterized it as “very good” 
and “correct.” I... not only agree with him, but 
would say that it is exceptionally good in all its 
parts, and—what impresses me still more—it is an 
effective presentation of the Biblical philosophy of 
education, which I have myself been trying to im- 
bed more clearly in the people and the leaders of 
our church body. My hearty congratulations to Mr. 
Greene! 


St. Louis Missouri DR. A. C. STELLHORN 
Sec. of Schools for 
Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod) 


OFF THE BEAM 


If you intend to beam HIS to seminarians then this 
student would like to suggest that our dangers lie 
primarily in exactly the same realm as the dangers 
of the collegian—only more refined. So if you are 
writing for us, remind us that it is hypocrisy to 
work on our exegesis of the ten commandments and 
call it our devotions. Show us that theological ban- 
ter is not pious contemplation for the edification of 
saints. And point out that the vigorous pursuit of 
multitudinous volumes is not the goal of our calling. 
Then point us to our Lord, by His Word and Holy 
Spirit. 
Dubuque, lowa STUART BAXTER 
His is not beamed to any one particular student group.—Ed. 
NEW FRIENDS 


The fall issues of HIS magazine have been excel- 
lent. The articles have been pointed right at our 
needs as Christians on Campus. In talking to other 
subscribers of HIS, I discover that they have ex- 
pressed the same opinion. 


St. Paul, Minnesota EUNICE THOMPSON 


CONTRASTS 

I was glad to get your last issue—as I am to get 
all the issues of His—because I can always be sure 
of some good “meaty” reading. I think His is great. 
I even think the contrasts are great. Your Novem- 
ber issue carried a rather inane little story about 
“first love”’—I'll admit it had a point, and that was 
it’s only virtue. But your really good article was the 
study on “Ruth.” Rarely have | seen such insight of 
character. It was well written and practical. I hope 
we can plan to read more such studies about favorite 
Old Testament characters. 


Evanston, Illinois KNIGHT MC SORREN 


Consistently His rings the bell and is really top 
notch as evidenced by the fact that it sells itself when 
I show it to students. However, . . . you will be in- 
terested in the reaction from several quarters to the 
article “First Love” in the November His. It was 
felt that the article was very poorly written as well 
as being below the usual standard in content and 
presentation. . . . For every article that is not so good 
in HIs there are ten which are real bell ringers and 
the bell rings a much greater percentage of the time 


than any other magazine I know. 
New York City NAME WITHHELD BY REQUEST 


CAN AN INTROVERT ... ? 
(Continued from page 34) 

the house plans a big party, they go home for the 
weekend. When there’s an exchange coke date 
planned with a men’s house they remember a test 
the next day, because they’re afraid the cokes might 
get spiked or the conversation turn to a worldly sub- 
ject they can’t discuss. 

In their rooms — especially if they are private 
rooms—these introverted Christians may be very 
faithful to prayer and Bible reading. They pray for 
students in their classes—and that’s good—but then 
they disobey God in refusing to get near enough to 
them to tell them the gospel. 

Some even shun the weak Christian because he’s 
‘not spiritual”—apparently never realizing that they 

as selfish, introverted Christians—bear a good part 
of the shame for not exerting themselves to help. 

An introvert—by definition—does little for others, 
for he is characterized by “ta propensity for finding 
one’s satisfaction in the inner life of thought and 
fancy.” 

God give us ambiverts who will take care of their 
own spiritual lives by daily communion alone with 
God and then go out of their way to carry our great 
News to their fellow students! END 





the editorial 


4 Sense of Direction 


(). occasions I have attended a church service 
where there has been a celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper and where, at the conclusion of the service, 
a statement is made to the effect that this service 
has been conducted “in the Lord’s appointed way.” 


Such an expression suggests three things: First, 
the possibility that there are Christians who seek to 
serve the Lord, but in a way that is not according 
to His will. Second, that it is a matter of some im- 
portance that God’s will be done in God’s way. And 
third, that perhaps there is the possibility of being 
so preoccupied with the way the service of the Lord 
is rendered that one may forget the matter in hand 
and the purpose of the activity concerned. 


Is it a matter of importance whether we serve the 
Lord and do His will in His way, or, after all, is the 
important thing that we find out what God wants 
done and then do it in such a fashion as will most 
readily achieve “results”? Are methods important, 
not only in terms of their effectiveness and in their 
yield of results, but important to God? Is He inter- 
ested in the way a thing is done as well as the thing 
itself that is being done? Or to put it another way 
—does the end justify the means? 


In the world at large, and even within the sanc- 
tuary of Christendom, evidence is replete of much 
evil that is excused, condoned or even justified be- 
cause of some good end in view. Was it not the 
founder of the Roman Catholic Society of Jesus who 
justified heinous crime if by it some Christian good 
would result? Men’s bodies have been tortured and 
burned in the hope of a soul’s eternal salvation; but 
the Bible is unequivocally clear—we are not to do 


evil that good may come of it. If we are to be true 
to God and to His holy Word in our worship and 
service, our ways and means must be free from sin 
if worship is to be acceptable and service received. 
But there is that gray area where a thing is neither 
entirely black nor white and where that which is 
neither categorically right nor wrong, good nor bad 
is indicated. Here personal judgment and depend- 
ence upon the Holy Spirit to apply the principle of 
God’s Word to a given situation is made necessary. 
The Scripture tells us that the weapons of our war- 
fare are not to be carnal but that they are to be 
mighty. through God, to the pulling down of strong- 
holds. Also, in his first letter to the Corinthian Chris- 
tians, the apostle Paul wrote in some detail of his 
own approach to the church at Corinth. He came 
“not with excellency of speech,” his preaching was 
“not with enticing words of man’s wisdom,” but, in 
contrast, it was “in weakness, and in fear, and in 
much trembling,” yet “in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power,” to the end that the faith of these 
Corinthian Christians should rest or stand “not in’ 
the wisdom of man but in the power of God.” 


It would therefore seem to be of some importance’ 
that God’s will be done in God’s way. In fact it has) 
been well said that God’s will must be done in God's} 
way and at God’s time for it really to be God’s wilh) 

Is it therefore God’s way to resort to the methods] 
of the debauched entertainment world in the preach: 
ing of the “unsearchable riches of Christ” in order to” 
get a crowd, in order to soften people up for the 
message? By psychological, oratorical ,mass-move-| 
ment methods it is possible for a gifted man to move! 

(Continued on page 36, column 2) : 
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